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Massachusetts General Hospital Nurses’ Alumni Association 
Annual Meeting 
September 25, 2021 


Board Members Present: Sheila Burke, May Chin, Gino Chisari, Elizabeth Compagnone, Barbara Dunderdale, Su- 
san Fisher, Mary Larkin, Roberta Nemeskal, Lucy Nisotel, Mary Beth Schmidt, Ann Quealy, Christine Rich, and 
Susan Zahka. 


The 2021 Annual Meeting was held via video conference due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to 
board members, some 60+ NAA Members participated. 


President Roberta Nemeskal called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm, and welcomed everyone. 


Secretary’s Report 
Presented by Sheila Burke, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting 
were accepted. 


Year in Review 

President’s Remarks 

Roberta Nemeskal noted that the past year has been very busy for the NAA board, which meets every other month, 
in addition to many committee meetings and projects. She thanked the board members for their hard work and gave 
some highlights of the NAA’s work since the last annual meeting. She reported that the name change of the associa- 
tion from Alumnae Association to Alumni Association, to reflect the presence of male members, has become offi- 
cial upon all the legal paper work being successfully filed. She encouraged members to go to the association’s web- 
site, which has undergone intensive updates in the past year. She thanked board member May Chin and our website 
administrator for their significant efforts on this. A video capturing the history of the MGH SON is being done for 
the 150th anniversary in 2023, and an initiative to digitize oral histories is almost done. She also reported that the 
NAA’s relationship and ongoing collaboration with the department of nursing and with the MGH IHP is as active 
and strong as ever. The NAA board has met with the IHP’s new dean, Kenneth White, and Ms. Nemeskal is enthusi- 
astic about his appointment and the possibilities for future collaboration. 


Membership 

Roberta Nemeskal presented the Membership Committee report on behalf of Membership Chair Ann Collins. She 
noted that the NAA has 780 active members, 79 inactive members, and 1434 lost alumni. She reviewed the benefits 
of membership and reminded members that dues (which at $30 have remained at the same rate since the early 
1960’s) are paid annually either on line or via mail. The Membership Committee continues to work to ensure that 
each class has a designated Class Agent, but that the classes of 1972 and 1979 are still without agents. As always, 
members are encouraged to keep their contact information updated with the NAA office. 


History Committee 

Chair Mary Larkin noted that the NAA maintains membership in the MGH Nursing History Committee and the 
American Association for the History of Nursing. Projects undertaken this past year included continued oral histo- 
ries, digitization of materials such as the Alumni Record, yearbooks, and Helen Sherwin’s documents, and work on 
the 150th anniversary video. A key accomplishment was to complete the transcription of 65 oral histories. The com- 
mittee is looking to re-publish an NAA cookbook from the 1960’s. Volunteers are always welcome to join the ef- 
forts of the History Committee. 


Professional Development and Research 

Mary Larkin reported that the Professional Development and Research Committee has been circulating infor- 
mation about events of interest to the membership, which has been very well received, and has supported its 
first nursing research grant. The research results will be presented when the work is completed. Discussions are 
underway on what the NAA’s community engagement efforts might consist of going forward, such as sponsor- 
ing students in their community health work. 


Publications 

Susan Fisher presented the report on publications, reminding the members that Beyond the Cap 1s sent in June 
and November to all alumni, and The Alumni Record, which has been published since 1911, is sent each March 
to Active Members. She noted that Beyond the Cap is also on the website and The Alumni Record (through 
2018) is on archive.org, and is an important historical resource. Ms. Fisher announced that a niece of Helen 
Sherwin is writing a biography of her, and would like to hear from any former students to add to the content. 
Ms. Fisher also asked members to contribute to the NAA’s growing collection of published materials written by 
SON alumni. Finally, she noted that Helen Dore Boylston’s (class of 1917) Sue Barton books are still in print 
and also available on Kindle. 


Awards and Scholarships 

Barbara Dunderdale reported on Awards and Scholarships. Awarded to date in 2021 have been the Miriam 
Huggard Scholarship ($5,000) to a candidate in the Accelerated Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing program, this 
year going to Belinda Nabukalu, and the Lloyd Nichols Staats Scholarship ($5,000) for a candidate in the Ac- 
celerated Bachelor in BSN program, this year awarded to Meng Chen (Jean) Lo. To be awarded in October will 
be three more awards - the Mary Caira, Adele Corkum, and Ruth Sleeper Awards, each for $5,000. A $1,000 
Student Paper Award was also presented in April to Bryonna Douglas. In all, the NAA awards $21,000 annual- 
ly in scholarships and awards to support nursing education. 


150th Anniversary 

Barbara Dunderdale also reported on preparations for the NAA’s 150th anniversary in 2023. She noted that the 
MGH SON prepared some 8,000 nurses while it operated from 1873 — 1981. Key elements being planned for 
the 150th anniversary celebration include the following. Friday, September 22 2023 will include two seminar 
sessions on the future of nursing and nursing trends, a tour of the Sleeper Center, a lunch, tea, and President’s 
Cocktail Reception. Saturday the 23rd will feature a special homecoming including recognition of anniversary 
classes, a business meeting, and a notable keynote speaker. The 150th anniversary video, being produced by a 
professional videographer in conjunction with the NAA, will also be premiered on Saturday. On Sunday the 
24th there will be a brunch at the Russell Museum with hospital and IHP leadership. Ms. Dunderdale thanked 
the many members of the 150th Anniversary Committee, and welcomed any additional volunteers and sugges- 
tions. 


Financial Report 

NAA Treasurer Susan Zahka gave the financial report. She noted that the association’s finances are in excellent 
shape, and that the association has benefited from its work with financial advisor Jim Gibbons, who has helped 
develop a more strategic and effective investment strategy. Cash inflow for 2020 was close to $90,000 and Ms. 
Zahka cited the fact that donations and annual appeal proceeds more than doubled from the prior year, and that 
dues collections also increased as a result of more regular reminders. These positive drivers enabled the NAA to 
rely less on drawing down endowment funds, and she thanked all members who contributed. Cash outflow was 
about $80,000 with awards/scholarships being the largest expenditure, followed by member program expenses. 


7 


2021 Elections 
Nominating Committee Chair Elisabeth Compagnone reported on the NAA’s 2021 election: 


Officers Directors 
Barbara Dunderdale, Vice President Ann Collins 
Susan Zahka, Treasurer Elisabeth Compagnone 


Susan Fisher 
Jo-Ann Quigley 
Mary Beth Schmidt 


Sheila Burke, Secretary (report continues) 


She welcomed new board member Jo-Ann Quigley, and thanked the Committee for their work. 


Special Presentation 
Mary Larkin introduced Dr. Estelle Codier, class of 1976 and Associate Professor (retired) from the Uni- 
versity of Hawaii. Dr. Codier spoke about her extensive research on the emotional intelligence of nurses. 
She noted that intelligence has multiple facets, including interpersonal (e.g. bonding with family, establish- 
ing trust with others), and intrapersonal (wisdom about one’s own emotions). Much research has been done 
recently on this subject, and experts now consider emotional intelligence a set of abilities that include: 

e Identifying emotions correctly 

e Understanding emotions 

e Managing emotions 

e Using feelings to inform thinking and vice versa 
Some 500 abstracts have been done on emotional intelligence in nursing, and they show that important out- 
comes (i.e. clinical outcomes) correlate with emotional intelligence, that it can be learned, and improving 
emotional intelligence can diminish stress levels of nurses. She also noted that more research is needed, in- 
cluding how to integrate emotional intelligence into a nursing curriculum and into performance evaluations. 
Dr. Codier’s presentation was recorded and will be made available on the NAA website. 


Adjournment 


After a brief period of Q & A, and upon motion duly made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 
PM. 


NNN 


AWARDS / SCHOLARSHIPS 2021 
Each year the MGHNAA provides for five awards/scholarships ($5000 each) to students in the MGHIHP 

School of Nursing. Each of the awards is named for a revered MGH SON alumna, with three going to stu- 
dents in the DEN program and two going to students in the Accelerated BSN program. 
Awardees this past year are: 

Mary Caira Award - Meghan Bicomong 

Adele Corkham Award - Mary Rose St. Cyr 

Miriam Huggard Scholarship - Belinda Nabukalu 

Ruth Sleeper Award— Mallory Aquila 

Nicholas Lloyd Staats Scholarship - Juhyeon Oh 
Twenty-five papers were submitted for the student paper award ($1000.). The winning paper was written by 
Bryonna Douglas, a DEN candidate and titled, “Implementing Psychotherapy Among Children in At-Risk 
Communities.” 


150° ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL SCHHOL OF NURSING 1873-1981 


Please Join Us! 
September 22/23/24, 2023 


To celebrate 
The 150" Anniversary of the MGH SON’s founding 


MGH Nurses’ Alumni Association Annual Homecoming 
Anniversary Classes of ‘53, ‘58, ‘63, ‘68, ‘73, ‘78 


The MGH School of Nursing, founded in 1873, closed its doors in 1981 with a profound history of 
having trained and educated close to 8,000 nurses caring for patients worldwide. It is a truly remark- 
able history of advancing patient care, nursing education, and professional nursing. Every graduate 
of the school is a part of and a tribute to this heritage. 


More information to come — where to stay, registration, further details. Be in contact with your class 
agent, the MGHNAA Office at Phone: 617-726-3144 


email: mghnursealumnae@partners.org, or web page http://www.mghnaa.org 


Below: Material from the 50th anniversary celebration, 1923 


MGH Reunion Song 


Words by Julia P. Wilkinson 
Class of 1921 


From far and near we gather, comrades 
‘Tis a great event that calls. 
And once again we come together 


In the old familiar halls. 

We know as ne’er before the value 
Of a splendid heritage, 

And we sing our firm devotion 

To our school, our MGH. 


Greetings, 

That this issue of The Alumni Record is my 13th, is pretty surprising to me since I took it on as a trial in 2009. In 
all that time I have worked alone, as had Linda Orrell before me, and have relied on my interest & work in history to 
produce enough material each year to fill these pages. This year, happily, The Alumni Record looks a bit more like it 
did 100 years ago, with contributions from individual alumnae reflecting their expertise and experience; reports & 
updates from all the committees; lots of class news. In addition, Jo-Ann Quigley, ’81, has volunteered to learn the 
process of putting the magazine together, which has been great. She still lives in NY but hopes to return to the Boston 
area when she and her husband retire. 

Perhaps our long period of isolation, only partially offset by our virtual meetings; perhaps the upcoming 150th of 
the school; perhaps the closer connection through the class agents; perhaps just growing older (the youngest among us 
is at least 60 now) - all seem to have made us more aware of our wish to stay in touch with each other. Whatever the 
reason, it has been a privilege to read & edit these wonderful stories, adding to the very distinctive legacy we share. 

I am still collecting books by MGH SON authors for the archives. So far I have about 33. My budget is modest and 
modern textbooks are beyond it but if any recent authors would care to donate their works, we’d happily accept. For 
instance, I could not find an early copy of Ada Plumer’s IV therapy bible anywhere for under $50. Discovered in the 
course of doing this year’s issue were two books by Geraldine M. Fitzpatrick,’53 and several by Terry Mahan 
Buttaro, ‘67. 

And just to prove you can teach an old dog..I just learned that unless I am typing on an actual typewriter, I no long- 
er have to put two spaces after a period! And I have been “correcting” every single-space-after-a-period for all my 
editing years. You may still find a few extras scattered through this issue. Change is hard. Susan Fisher ’66 


* HOMECOMING 2022 **** 


The good news is the we CAN have a Homecoming on Saturday September 24,2022. However, 
there ARE conditions. 

It may or may not be able to be held at the Hospital. We are waiting to hear their Covid socializa- 
tion protocols which may not allow our gathering to occur. We are indirectly in touch with a hos- 
pital Infectious Disease MD who wishes she had a "crystal ball" to make the decision easier. We 
are hoping to have a definitive answer by early April. 

If we cannot be at the hospital, there is a nice alternative. The MGH IHP in Charlestown has 
invited us to host Homecoming there. They have us booked us a very large room on their campus, 
overlooking Boston Harbor and the USS Constitution. The space can be adapted to the areas that 
we need such as registration. We are in touch with MGH Catering to secure their services and are 
waiting to hear back. The MGH has not any "large" social events since March 2020 and this may 
affect Catering's ability to provide service for us. 

Lastly, there is another condition to consider and that is the number of alumni who might attend 
an “in-person” Homecoming this year. We’ll need about 100 people in order to go forward, so 
will need to assess the level of possible attendees very soon. You may get a request from your 
class agent shortly to help with that part of the decision. 

We are carefully watching all the variables. Once the final decision is made an e-mail will go 
out to all alumni. For alumni without e-mails a letter will be sent. If Homecoming is a “go,” a reg- 
istration form will be attached. Wish we could have definitive answers for you but at this time, 
March 10, 2022, we are still in the "waiting" game. 

Sincerely, 
The MGH NAA Board 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 


Reflections on My Service as an Army Nurse in Vietnam 
Jane McCarthy ‘69, PhD, CRNA, FAAN 
Rank during Vietnam tour: First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Nurse Corps 
Served in Vietnam: 1970-1971, 95th Evacuation Hospital, Da Nang, Vietnam 


Ed. Note: The essay below is adapted from Jane McCarthy’s Memorial Day speech at the Viet Nam Women’s Me- 
morial, Washington, D.C., May 28, 2018. 


It's always so special to be here and a part of this event on Memorial Day. Since I came back from Viet Nam, it 
has been very meaningful to me. I believe it is a day that means more than going to the shopping mall - it's about 
remembering the high price of war. That’s why I do something every Memorial Day to honor this occasion. It is 
special to be here today in remembrance of our Vietnam Nurses Memorial that's been here now for 25 years. 


In 1968 I was in nursing school at Massachusetts General Hospital School of Nursing in Boston. My hometown 
is Cohasset, MA, which 1s a small town just south of Boston. There were a hundred kids in my class and we all 
knew each other. In '68-'69, I was coming home every six months to a funeral. And for those of you who remem- 
ber those times, we were either demonstrating against the war, or watching our brothers and friends being drafted 
into the service to go to war. I remember standing there at the gravesite of one of my high school friends, Allen 
Keating, and saying to my friend Craig Muir, "I can't keep doing this, just coming home to these funerals! I've got 
to do something!" 


I went back to Boston, found an Army recruiter and joined the Army Nurse Corps while I was still in nursing 
school at MGH. I knew when I raised my hand that the Army would own me for the next three years but I thought, 
“What more meaningful purpose to my life could there be than to take care of the wounded guys that had to go to 
war?” It didn't mean that I supported the war, but it meant that I felt that my purpose was to care for these guys. I 
finished nursing school and took my exam for my licensure as a registered nurse. 


I went to basic training in Texas and reported to Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C., where I 
worked in the Recovery Room/ICU. I was a brand-new nurse, just out of nursing school and I was taking care of 
patients with severe wounds that were no more than a week old; the wounded were brought back home quickly for 
further surgery. We worked very hard to send them back to the wards in the best shape we could following sur- 
gery because we knew patients would receive very limited care when they left our recovery room - one nurse be- 
tween two wards of 40-50 patients each. And there were so many wounded then... 


I did that for about 10 months. In September 1970, the Army ordered me to go to Viet Nam. We had no orienta- 
tion, either to Vietnam itself or to nursing in war. Bob Watson, an anesthesiologist in the recovery room, back 
from Viet Nam and then at Walter Reed, heard that I was on orders to Viet Nam, so he took me into the operating 
room taught me how to start an IV. He knew I needed to know that. And that was the extent of my orientation to 
nursing in a war zone. 


I went home for a few days and then left, by myself, for Travis AFB where I boarded a plane for the 26-hour 
fight to Saigon. I was stationed at the 95"" Evacuation Hospital (250 beds) in DaNang, the northern part of South 
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Viet Nam, about 25 miles from the DMZ (demilitarized zone), and 35 miles from Laos. We were right there in 
the perimeter where the war was going on. Our base was hit twice while I was there — once with small arms fire 
and once the helipad was bombed. Viet Nam was a country at war and had been at war for many years. 

We were the most sophisticated type of hospital in Viet Nam. We had neurosurgeons, orthopedic surgeons, 
general surgeons. We had electricity; we had running water; we had air conditioning. I worked in what was 
called, “Preop and Receiving,” which we know as the emergency room, but they called it Receiving - Receiving, 
like you were receiving goods or wares. Well, it was receiving, receiving the wounded; they were brought by hel- 
icopter to our landing pad. I cared for not only freshly wounded soldiers and Vietnamese civilians, but also other 
medical emergencies such as patients with malaria, snake bites, drug overdose and drug withdrawal. Half of our 
wounded patients were Vietnamese civilians. My hospital had a prisoner of war (POW) ward with wounded Viet 
Cong and POWs that I cared for when they were admitted through pre-op and receiving. Our corpsmen would go 
out with a gurney, pick up the wounded from the helicopter and bring them into the receiving area where we had 
sawhorses. We'd pull out the sawhorses and go to work. All patients would be checked first at the door for weap- 
ons - M16s or grenades — to be sure they didn't come in with those. I would cut off their uniforms, throw on a 
blood pressure cuff, start IVs, and then draw some blood. I'd have a 10cc syringe and needle, do a femoral artery 
stick, withdraw 10ccs of blood, put it in a couple of red-topped tubes and send it over to the blood lab across the 
hall and they would bring over a couple of units of O neg, low-titer blood. After those two units, the blood 
transfusions would be type-specific for that patient. We'd stabilize his blood pressure, evaluate the wounds, 


decide what x-rays needed to be done. They’d want to see if there were frags in the abdomen and chest. Most of 
our wounded were limb amputations, chest wounds and head wounds. My job was to triage them, get them over 
to x-ray, through x-ray, then over to the pre-op area or right to the operating room, if we could stabilize their 
blood pressure. We had to decide what kind of surgeon the patient needed, get them over there, and call the OR 
to get set up for the surgery. The triaging included judging how many cases the OR could handle. If they couldn't 
take them all at one time, and if I had stable patients, I'd bring them over to the pre-op area and have them wait to 
go up to the operating room. I would do suturing right there in the pre-op area. How does a 22-year-old girl from 
a small town in Massachusetts tell a 19-year-old soldier that he doesn’t have a foot or a leg anymore? The pa- 
tients that were expected to die and were not candidates for surgery - I held them or sat with them until they died. 


I was in Vietnam for 10 months. I was supposed to be there a year, but I wanted to come back to start college 
in September. This was in 1970 and a lot of the guys were getting a school drop. The war was standing down 
a bit. and I wanted to start college. So I put my application in but somehow I just never got a response from 
anyone. One night I was working, basically by myself because the corpsman went to sleep, and the physician of 
course went to sleep; even the radio guys would tell me, "I'm going to be sleeping over here. If you hear a 
chopper..." Okay. But nurses never slept, nurses never sleep. While I sat there waiting for the choppers, I won- 
dered what to do next about my school dilemma. I really wanted to go to school but the road seemed 
blocked. So, I hand-wrote an eight-page letter to my senator, Senator Ted Kennedy. Six days later, at work ona 
Sunday, the chief nurse came running down the hall and said, McCarthy, go pack your bags; you’re out of here.” 


And that’s how I left Viet Nam, in dress uniform with stockings and heels - we couldn’t wear fatigues home - 
for another 26-hour flight back to Travis, where I was officially discharged and left to figure out my own way 


home. I found myself standing alone in an airport, maybe Seattle. All around me I saw regular civilian people in 
regular civilian clothes going about their regular civilian lives - and I couldn’t figure out how to get on an airplane. 
I just started crying. 


After visiting home for 10 days, I made my way to Indiana University to go to school. Unbeknownst to me, I had 
classic post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). But in those days there was no such thing as PTSD; they hadn't 
come up with that diagnosis. And when it was finally identified and described, it was for the soldiers. Nurses don't 
have PTSD. Why would nurses? It's soldiers. I had become numb because of the wounds, because of the atrocities I 
had witnessed and taken care of. And there were other classic symptoms of PTSD. I had trouble sleeping, I slept 
every other night. And the nights I slept, I had nightmares that I was back in Vietnam again. I was hypervigilant - 
any loud noise or something, I'd be down on the floor. I knew I was depressed. I wasn't eating, and just ruminating 
over this. I was very alone in Indiana. 


With help and direction from a priest-counsellor, I moved to Colorado where several nurses and docs that I had 
worked with in Viet Nam were living. We got together and just talked and talked and talked and talked for about 
three years, and | finished college there. Gradually, the PTSD got better, life went on, you put one foot in front of 
the other. I went on in my education to become a nurse anesthetist, returned to Washington, D.C. and worked as a 
nurse anesthetist but then.... in 1991 we had another war. I just fell apart. This PTSD stuff doesn't go away. I was 
married then and had a two year old son. I reached out for help and got into serious long-term therapy. 


Shortly thereafter, in 1993, we dedicated the Women’s Viet Nam Memorial. I attended the dedication. We Viet 
Nam nurses had a parade down Constitution Avenue. Each of us had a sign for our hospital and we walked behind 
the banner. The veterans lined both sides of the road, and every once-in-a-while, when they saw the sign of their 
hospital, you could hear them yell out, "You took care of me! I remember you took care of me." This was so heal- 
ing for all of us - for the soldiers and for us nurses. I believe we as nurses began to realize that we needed to heal 
too. We saw those atrocities day in and day out, and we needed the healing too. And that's what this Viet Nam 
Women’s Memorial has given to us over these 25 years. I'm so glad that we do what we do every Memorial Day - 
to remember and to heal.... 


Captain Jane McCarthy, PhD, CRNA, FAAN, went to college and nurse anesthesia school using the GI Bill to 
help pay for her education. She worked as a nurse anesthetist for several years, then returned to school and 
received her PhD in Physiology from the Uniformed University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md in 1985. 
She joined the U.S. Public Health Service as a Commissioned Corps officer where she worked for the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) as a regulatory scientist. Jane retired from the U.S. Public Health Service 
Commissioned Corps in 2006 and continues her work as a professor at the University of North Florida. She 
served as the first woman veteran on the Montgomery County Veterans Commission in Rockville, MD. Her 
primary goal there was to improve care for veterans in Montgomery County, especially those returning from war 
experiencing the difficulties of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). She is a member of the American Legion 
and goes home each year to march as a veteran in the Cohasset, MA Memorial Day parade. This year she has again 
been invited to speak at the Viet Nam Memorial in Washington DC on Memorial Day, May 30, 2022, at 1 PM. 
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Below, Jane shares a poem she reads at the Memorial when she speaks there, followed by a few photos to recognize 
MGH nurses serving in wartime over the years. Pictures are from the Sherwin Collection at the MGH Archives. 


Angels in Hell 
Darrell Nichols 


Listen now I've a story to tell, 

About some Women who lived through Hell. 
They came to us, not on Wings of Dove's, 
They came to us from Chopper's above. 


They fought in the War in a special way, 
Twelve, sometimes Sixteen hours a Day. 
She may have been a Nurse, or Volunteer, 
If only for a second we forgot our fears. 


They came to War, not with Guns to fight, 
But with only a smile to brighten our life. 
Listen now to this story | tell, 

About these Women who lived through hell. 


Theirs is a story of pain and strife, 

And of Men's agony, and fight for life. 

She can tell you stories of how she cried, 
While she held someone close while he died. 


She will tell you stories of blood and pain, 
That in her mind will always remain. 
Listen now to these stories I tell, 

About these women who lived through hell. 


For they were young like you and me, 

How much more special can they be? 

How many young Men did she see die, 

While at night in her Tent she could only cry? 


How many young hands in the night did she hold? 
While a young voice cried out, I'm so cold. 

Listen now and you will see, 

How she fought the War like you and me. 


How many letters did she write? 

While their families at home slept safely at night. 
How many faces does she still see? 

Like memories we have, both you and me. 


She was like a sister we could not see, 

She brought some happiness, to some you see. 

She is our sister—true, not by birth, 

And in our heart she will remain while I walk this Earth. 


They fought in the war by our side, 

And like our sisters, they often cried. 

Let us not forget the stories they tell, 

For they were our sisters who lived through HELL! 


Left: Geraldine Brandon Reddington,1938, in 
service with the 6th General Hospital in Casa- 
blanca (14 mos.) & Italy (11 mos), 1942-1944. 
Caption reads: “Hin El Turk, Oran, N.Africa, 
this is the way we brush our teeth.” Her experi- 
ence is movingly told in a lengthy essay she re- 
cently donated, with photos, to our nursing ar- 
chives. 


Above left: Painting to honor the Red Cross Nurse, 
“For Humanity,” by Arthur Hazard. Model for the 
nurse was Leonor Field, class of 1915,who served 
with Base Hospital #6 in France, 1918-1919. 


Right: Photo of the hospital ship, Bay State and hat band. On re- 
verse: “Ship on which Sara Parsons, 1893, & Muriel Galt, 1898, 
nursed during Spanish-American War, the first MGH unit to go 
overseas. Both items gift of the Galt family. 


FEATURE ARTICLE 


Celebrating the Miracle of Insulin 
Mary E. Larkin RN, ‘76 
Nurse Director, Diabetes Research Center, MGH 


The 20" century brought about many life-saving medical discoveries such as antibiotics, Xray technology and 
vitamin supplementation. One lesser-known discovery, but of similar lifesaving capacity, was the discovery of in- 
sulin used to treat diabetes. July 2021 marks the 100" year of the discovery of this hormone, and January 2022 
marks the 100" anniversary of first human use. While today’s patient living with diabetes has options such as auto- 
mated insulin pumps, continuous glucose monitors, short, rapid and long-acting insulins and insulin pens for deliv- 
ery, diabetes was a lethal disease prior to 1922. The only treatment consisted of dietary modification, literally a 
starvation diet of as little as 450 calories per day, to avoid drastically high glucose levels and death from DKA 
(diabetic ketoacidosis). However, this treatment modality at best delayed death by a few months to years. 


The course of history for the treatment and prognosis of diabetes changed in July of 1921 when it was discovered 
that animal insulin could be used to treat a dog whose pancreas had been removed. The dog who had undergone a 
pancreatectomy was kept alive for 70 days using exogenous pancreatic extract made from the removed pancreas. 
The depancreatized dog had improvement in glucose levels when injected with this extract which they called is- 
letin. The goal to treat humans whose pancreas was not working properly and who were deficient in producing en- 
dogenous insulin was close behind. 


The way the story goes, Dr. Fred Banting, an orthopedic surgeon from Canada was Best (L) & Banting with 
one of their lab dogs, 


conducting ongoing experiments with dogs to study the pancreas and its function. He 
asked for lab space in John Macleod’s lab in Toronto, and was granted space, 10 dogs 
and a student research assistant named Charles Best. They were joined by another 
colleague, a biochemist named J.B. Collip who later invented a way to purify the ex- 
tract for human use. 


“Collip developed a method based on alcohol purification. The concept was simple: 
He’d mash up a fresh pig pancreas, readily available from butcher shops, and mix it 
into a solution of alcohol and water. Collip slowly increased the percentage of alcohol 
in the solution. He found that the insulin would stay dissolved in the solution until he 
reached a critical concentration of alcohol, then it would suddenly fall out of solution, 
no longer dissolved in the liquid. By collecting that solid precipitate at the bottom of a 
flask, he had a purified form of insulin.” (1) 


Banting and Best were eager to offer their discovery to humans. The first patients to be treated with insulin in 
January 1922, only 6 months after its use in dogs, showed promising results; a decrease in glucose and the ability 
to improve their nutritional status and gain weight. The very first patient to be injected with insulin was Leonard 
Thompson, age 14, admitted in poor condition to Toronto General Hospital for type 1 diabetes. Death was immi- 
nent due to pneumonia and complications from diabetes. “Poorly nourished, pale, weight 65 pounds, hair falling 
out, odour of acetone on the breathe...Previous to admission, he had been starved without evident benefit.” (2) 


His father agreed to allow the team of Banting and Best to inject him with an experimental product never before 
used on a human. The results were dramatic; it lowered his glucose! He received daily injections and became 
stronger, gained weight and felt much better. He lived until age 27 and died from pneumonia and complications 
from diabetes. 


The first U.S. patient to receive insulin was Jim Havens, diagnosed with type | diabetes at age 15. His father, a 
congressman and businessman, had resources to obtain the best medical treatment available, which consisted of 
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intermittent fasting and starvation diets. By age 20, Jim was failing and weighed 74 pounds. His family had 
heard of the Canadian success and begged for Banting to send insulin to Rochester for Jim. Although hesitant 
to do so due to short supply, Banting did eventually send a shipment, however there was no improvement. 
Banting travelled to Rochester to administer the extract himself. Success: by the next day Jim was feeling better 
and began to regain strength and resume normal daily activities. (3) 
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Child before and after treatment with insulin 


The quest for successful treatment of diabetes was of course far from over, but this miracle extract saved and 
prolonged lives and prompted the development of resources to produce sufficient quantity, make the hormone 
more available and refined so that it would last longer in the body and eliminate the need for so many injections 
per day. The frequency and volume of fluid of the injections was problematic causing abscesses and pain. 


This discovery in 1921 and first human use in 1922, earned Banting and Best the Nobel prize in 1923. Large 
scale production of insulin began in 1923 impacting the prognosis of this disease forever, and the rest as they 
say, 1s history! 


References: 

(1) Insulin was discovered 100 years ago (https://www.asbmb.org/ asbmb.org) 

(2) Frederick Banting, “Pancreatic extracts in the treatment of diabetes mellitus” in Canadian Medical Associa- 
tion Journal (March, 1922). University of Toronto, Fisher Library Digital Collections, F. G. Banting 
(Frederick Grant, Sir) Papers, COLL. 76 (Banting), Box 61, Folder 12, pp. 4. https:// 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1524425/. Early Patients - Defining Moments Canada 
https://definingmomentscanada.ca/ 

(3) Early Patients - Defining Moments Canada https://definingmomentscanada.ca/ 
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Insulin Bottle - 1923 
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Nursing Sundial Revisited 
Diane Smith, ‘66 


A renewed interest in the sundial occurred after a Chronicle segment about the sculpture aired on July 1, 
2021 on WCVB Boston. (Available on YouTube). The nursing sundial was donated to the MGH by the 
MGHNAA on May 3, 2004. It has been interesting to hear from Alumnae who learned new facts about the 
sundial after the segment was aired. Many MGH employees contacted me to say they did not know the his- 
tory of the sundial. They may know it as a lovely space to sit and eat lunch or a meeting place to greet 
friends. 

The sundial is the creation of artist Nancy Schon, perhaps most famously known for her “Make Way for 
Ducklings” in the Boston Public Garden; she has many other public art sculptures in Boston and beyond. We 
were fortunate she agreed to accept this commission. She is a woman, she is local and she LOVES nurses. 

The sculpted nurses are placed on a low pedestal and represented as Greek goddesses in the manner of 
Athena - goddess of wisdom, Aphrodite -goddess of Love or Artemis, protector of the young and women 
during childbirth. On the sundial the smallest image is a goddess carrying a lantern, representing Florence 
Nightingale, the next goddess has a book, representing the quest for knowledge inherent in nursing and the 
final figure holds a globe, for the universality of nursing. The goddesses stand on a platform that is seven 
feet in diameter to represent the seven days of the week that nurses work. The sundial is placed to accurately 
tell time representing the twenty- four hours a day that nurses provide care. There are two quotes at the base 
of sundial. Ruth Sleeper our beloved innovative leader and inspiration stated, “There is always more to do 
for cure and care.” The second quote is from Florence Nightingale, “Nursing is the finest of the fine arts.” 
In the center of the quotes is a bronze replica of the MGH nursing cap. We were fortunate to find an MGH 
cap in order to replicate it in bronze. (Nursing caps were the social media of our day!). 

Marianne Dittomassi, MGH Nursing, recently said that once the extensive construction planned for MGH 
is completed, the sundial will have a central location on the campus. We should all be very proud of our gift 
to MGH - a lasting legacy at MGH in recognition of nursing. And we owe a debt of gratitude to Jeannette 
Ives Erickson and Marianne Dittomassi of MGH Nursing for their efforts to make the sundial a reality on the 
grounds of MGH. 

I am hopeful that the renewed interest in the sculpture after the Chronicle segment will continue; it is im- 
portant to share it with the MGH family and nurses nationally. 
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NURSES SPEAK ABOUT MGH 


RSVP from “1883” on being in- 
vited to the 50th: “My Dear Miss 
Johnson: It would be more pleasure 
than I can say if I were able to at- 
tend our Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
MGH Training School for Nurses 
and enjoy going to all the meetings 
- also to the clinics...Oh, I’d be de- 
lighted to see anyone from the dear 
MGH! I enjoyed it all and have 
always been very proud to belong.” 
Very Sincerely yours, ‘1883’” QR 
June, 1923 p18 

Group of alums at 50" anniver- 
sary of the SON, 1923: “The older 
graduates (1880 — 1916) made men- 
tion of the contrast between the 
school of today and that of the early 
years with its primitive methods, its 
primitive quarters, but all agreed 
with Miss Scovil (1880), who de- 
clared that, ‘the training at the hos- 
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“THIS IS IT, THE LAST OF THE BEST” pital has been the biggest help to me 
Banner hanging from a window at 20 Charles St. in all my later life,’ and the high 
The MGH Hot Line, June 25, 1981 ideals of the school were mentioned 


with appreciation by the majority of 


the speakers.” 
From 1942 -1945 Frances Reiter had a joint appointment with BU- 


SON and MGH. She wrote in 1965: “But not until I became supervisor of ward teaching and staff education at 
Massachusetts General Hospital did my concept of this second range of clinical practice — curative nursing — 
become crystalized. Why did I become aware of this at MGH? Because I encountered there a kind of nurse, a 
kind of atmosphere, that I had not perceived before. I was not a peer of those MGH nurse supervisors, so far 
as cure was concerned. They had something I didn’t; a clinical knowledge, competence and approach that 
enabled them to function as colleagues of the medical staff... Every door of knowledge was open to her. 
Many of these doors she opened herself as did the other clinical nurse supervisors there.... They kept them- 
selves informed about medical-surgical practice... Much of their study was self-impelled and self-disciplined. 
It derived from their own expectations of themselves, from the expectations of their medical colleagues, from 
the atmosphere of interdisciplinary exchange, research and practice.” Reiter, Frances. AJN, Feb 1966 p. 274- 
280. “The Nurse Clinician” 


Daisy Bridges, then General Secretary, International Council of Nurses and Principal Matron of Queen Al- 
exandria’s Imperial Military Nursing Service, speaking at the Nurses’ Convocation Banquet 1/31/1961, cele- 
brating the 150" anniversary of the MGH. “Arriving at the Massachusetts General Hospital 23 years ago as a 
post-graduate student, I was conducted to the office of the Director of Nurses, Miss Sally Johnson (class of 
1910). She, in her direct way and without waste of words, asked me why I was there and for what reason | 
had come. Somewhat nervously, I replied I had come to see the hospital, of which I had read and heard so 
much, to learn about the Nursing School and to discuss the educational programme which the students were 
following. ‘In fact,’ she said, “you want to know what we do,’ and then added, ‘I will tell you what we do with 
our students — we put nursing into their souls.” QR Spring 1961 pp27-31 


CLASS NEWS 


Your class agent is listed on page 5, and at the beginning of each year with their name and email. Contact your 
agent or the NAA office with news. If your class is not mentioned, no news was received. If you need addresses 
or phone numbers, contact the Alumni Office. Please continue to keep us updated with changes to contact infor- 
mation or status. Obituaries not previously published are recorded here, either in the class news or the “In Memo- 
riam.” Their stories serve to complete the story of our unique school and are endlessly interesting, and notable for 
long lives, high energy and involvement in their communities, in addition to their professional skills. If you’d 
like to add your story to the history, contact the office. 


1936 


Louise Moser, age 89, passed away December 13, 
1999 in White Rock, SC. She graduated from Wit- 
tenburg College in Ohio (BA), then the MGH SON 


and later earned a master’s degree at University of 
Washington. From the beginning, her path was set on 
psychiatric nursing; she worked in facilities in MD, 
CO and WA until the war came. She spent 3+ years 
in the service, much of it overseas. After her return 
she was at University of Michigan for several years 
and then assistant professor & director of the newly 
created Program in Advanced Psychiatric Nursing at 
Duke University. She was the founding director of 
the Associate Degree Program at Mesa College in 
CO, from where she retired as Dean in 1972. 

She resettled in Spain and travelled extensively, re- 
turning to the U.S. in 1993 to reside in North Caroli- 
na, one state over from where she had grown up. 


Eunice V. Pike, known to friends as Eunie, died 
August 18, 2011 aged 97 years. She was born No- 

vember 6, 1913, in East Woodstock, CT, the youngest 
of eight children. In 1936, after graduating from the 
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MGH School of Nursing, Eunice joined a group of 
students who participated in the third session of lin- 
guistics courses which became the basis of the Sum- 
mer Institute of Linguistics (now SIL). This experi- 
ence was the beginning of Eunice’s distinguished 
career in linguistics and Bible translation. She and 
co-worker Florence Hansen Cowan, the first single 
women to serve with SIL, began studying the lan- 
guage and preparing for language development ser- 
vice in a Mazatec-speaking community in Mexico. 
Until her retirement in 1998 (at age 87), Eunice 
traveled all over the world as an SIL consultant spe- 
cializing in the analysis of sound systems & devel- 
oping alphabets (with a special emphasis on tonal 
languages) and writing systems development. She 
authored more than 65 books and articles related to 
linguistics, her life among the Mazatec and other 
subjects, and worked as a nurse in addition. 


1938 


Principles and Practice 
of Intravenous Therapy 


Ada Lawrence Plumer, age 91, formerly of West 
Yarmouth, died on March 18, 2007. She was born in 
Haverhill, educated in the Berwick, ME schools, and 
graduated from the MGH SON in 1938. She had a 
40-year career with Massachusetts General Hospital, 
where she was the supervisor and instructor of the 
Intravenous Department. She authored the original 
edition of, Principles and Practices of Intravenous 
Therapy, which is now in its 9th edition and used 
today in the teaching of intravenous therapy 


1938 


both here and abroad. 


Part of the tribute by Mary Alexander, Editor of the 
Journal of Infusion Nursing, July/August 2007 


“In 1940, Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) 
in Boston developed a new nursing position..The 
emphasis was on technical performance and the abil- 
ity to perform a successful venipuncture. This new 
nursing role established autonomy from the physi- 
cian and conferred the specialty title of "Intravenous 
Therapist." At MGH, Ada Plumer became the first 
IV nurse and developed the first [V team. In 1970, 
she wrote the first edition of Principles and Practice 
of Intravenous Therapy, a publication that has been 
considered a "bible" of infusion nursing. Now under 
the auspices of Sharon Weinstein, it is in its 8th edi- 
tion (9th edition pub. 2014 - ed.) and is still widely 
used as a reference. In 1973, infusion nursing was 
evolving as a specialty practice thanks to Ada's lead- 
ership and guidance. Ada, along with Marguerite 
Knight from the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Balti- 
more, organized a group of 17 nurses and one 
technician into a professional association that be- 
came known as the National Intravenous Therapy 
Association (NITA), now the Infusion Nurses Socie- 
ty. 

Her vision and clinical expertise were the basis of 
what we currently know as the specialty practice of 
infusion nursing... Thirty-four years later, we contin- 
ue to be grateful for her wisdom and value her fore- 
sight as we strive to realize the vision that Ada had 
years ago.” 


1941 


Grace Hobbs Glover, age 102, died Wednesday, May 
26, 2021, at her home in Camden, ME. She grew up in 
Camden and then attended Westbrook Junior College 
(now the University of New England). She graduated 


1941 


from the Massachusetts General Hospital School of 
Nursing in 1941. She worked as a staff nurse and 
night supervisor on the obstetrical ward at MGH un- 
til she enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps in March of 
1943. She was assigned to the 120th Station Hospi- 
tal (a thousand bed field hospital) landing in Great 
Britain on June 29, 1943. She was later sent to Nor- 
mandy, France on May 20, 1945 Gust after V-E Day) 
and then went on to Bayreuth, Germany beginning in 
July 1945. She returned home in January 1946, after 
nearly 3 years with her unit in Europe. Grace re- 
mained close to the other veterans of the 120th Sta- 
tion Hospital, participating in several reunions over 
the years. After returning home, Grace and Mary 
Casey, her good friend and MGH classmate, traveled 
to the West Coast by train and worked at Stanford 
University Hospital. Grace later worked as a regis- 
tered nurse at the VA Medical Center from 1969 to 
1981. She was an excellent nurse and loved taking 
care of her patients. 


Elaine Stanton Noyes. February 21, 2021. Her 
daughter indicated that Elaine requested that there 
be no obituary. Pictured above at her first home- 


coming in 2016, 72 years after her graduation. She 
lived most of her life in New York City and had a 
successful career as a clothing designer. 


1947 


Charlotte Pool Dawson 94, of Rockport MA and Es- 
tero FL, passed away June 12, 2020. She was born on 
May 6, 1926, in Rockport, a proud descendant of the 

original town settlers, and lived there most of her life. 


She graduated from Rockport High School in 1944 and 
from the MGH SON in 1947. Charlotte spent the first 
six months of her career at the Memphis VA Hospital 
as part of the Cadet Nurse Corp; she often said she was 
honored to serve the brave veterans there. Her civilian 
career began at MGH, and included positions at Green- 
wich Hospital, Addison Gilbert Hospital, and Salem 
Hospital. Additionally, she was the Public Health and 
School Nurse in Rockport. Charlotte served on the 
Rockport Board of Health for nine years. Her love of 
nursing and helping others continued into her retire- 
ment; she spent years volunteering her time at mobile 
screenings and was always on call to assist friends and 
the community deal with medical emergencies. 


Phyllis LeShane Anderson, 94, of Braintree, died Oc- 
tober 18, 2021. Raised in Waltham, Phyllis graduated 
from the MGH School of Nursing in 1948 as a Navy 
Nurse Cadet.. Her MGH training was a guiding light 
throughout her life. She married her childhood sweet- 
heart, also from Waltham, in 1949 and they raised their 
4 children in Hingham where she worked as a school 
nurse in the Hingham school system for many years. 
After her husband's death in 2015, she moved into as- 
sisted living at Grove Manor Estates in Braintree and 
again put her MGH nursing skills to work helping new 
residents adjust to community living. 


1949 


Dorothy Iwanicki (March) 
diwanicki@gmail.com 


I have very little news to report since I've never 
been contacted by any class members of the Sep- 
tember section of the class of 1949. For March: 


Beatrice Comstock Paquin writes in a Christmas 
note that she’s had some cardiac issues addressed 
and is feeling so much better since. 


Dorothy Iwanicki. I'm so fortunate to have such a 

long life and be able to care for myself. I still drive 

and am able to attend some exercise classes offered 
at our senior center. 


We are saddened to learn that our classmate, Lois 
Frothingham Feeny died last May at the age of 93. 


1950 


Norma Brisson Jarosz, 84, formerly of Naples, FL, 
and Newmarket NH died January 19, 2015. Born in 
Groveland MA, she resided in Newmarket for many 
years. A 1950 graduate of MGH School of Nursing, 
Norma was the first Newmarket School Nurse and 
worked in the school system for 13 years. She was 
also employed at Exeter Hospital and worked in sev- 
eral area nursing homes. 
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Class Agent, 
Marion Decker Manes 


nurseljane@comcast.net 


No news. 


1951 


Ellen Bowen Bellissimo 91, passed away Dec. 17, 
2020, in Fitchburg WI. Ellen was born in 1929 in New- 
ton, MA. She attended Emmanuel College, graduated 
from the MGH SoN in 1951 and earned her BSN de- 
gree from Boston College School of Nursing. She mar- 
ried in 1954, and together they raised six children - the 
joy and pride of her life. The family moved to Middle- 
ton, WI, in 1969 when her husband was transferred 
there. She was very active in her community, volun- 
teering for the city, the Middleton School District, the 
Red Cross blood drives, Middleton Outreach Ministry 
and was an active member of her church. She felt it 
was a privilege to serve others; she loved nursing and 
practiced with that attitude. Her interests included 
reading, bowling, swimming, elder hostels, volunteer- 
ing, Mad Hatters storytelling, theater and movies, mu- 
sic, cribbage, canoeing, sports, and anything in which 
her children and grandchildren were involved. 


Ellen Curtis Clemente 92, of Struthers, OH passed 
away on March 4, 2021. Ellen was born February 9, 
1929, in Scranton Pennsylvania. Ellen was a proud 
graduate of Massachusetts General Hospital School of 
Nursing in Boston and had dreams of traveling across 
the country working as an RN. Her first stop was Ann 
Arbor Michigan, where Ellen met and married Michael 


C. Clemente. 

They settled in Struthers Ohio where they raised their 
children. Ellen and her husband were active in Rotary, 
hosted several exchange students and worked the fa- 
mous Pancake Breakfast. She was honored by Struthers 
Rotary as a recipient of the Paul Harris Award for her 
work there. 


Ann Deyney Paterson, 94, of Marlborough, Massa- 
chusetts, died on February 10, 2022. Born November 
19, 1927, Ann was raised in the Boston’s Jamaica 

Plain neighborhood. She graduated from Girls’ Latin 


School, then Radcliffe College (class of 1949), and 
then completed nurses’ training at the MGH SON. 
She moved to Marlborough in 1963 and worked for 
many years at Dennison Manufacturing Company in 
Framingham as a company nurse, retiring in the mid- 
1980s. She married in 1975 and she and her hus- 
band travelled the world together until he died in 
1995. After moving to a retirement community in 
2003 her relatives write that she, “spent the rest of 
her life reading widely and voraciously, drinking 
strong coffee and white wine, watching movies and 
TV shows (preferably vintage and British), and de- 
lighting friends and family with her quiet curiosity, 
gentle wit and fascinating stories and observations.” 


Ellen Morrison Norton of Auburndale passed away 
April 16, 2020, at age 88. She was born in Lynn 
MA, she graduated from Lynn English High School 
and the MGH SON in 1952. She stayed on to work 
at MGH, becoming a Head Nurse during the Polio 
epidemic of the 1950s. After raising her family, El- 
len went to work at Newton Wellesley Hospital in 
the Maternity Ward for the next 25 years until her 
retirement. She enjoyed taking care of her family, 
cooking, gardening, and traveling. She especially 
enjoyed travel and took many cruises all over the 
world. The Red Sox and cats were 2 of her passions. 


1953 


| CC 
Alice Forstall Dana 93, of Scituate, formerly of Hun- 
tington, CT, passed away January 3, 2020. Born in 
Amsterdam, NY, she graduated from the Emma 
Willard School and Brown University before earning 
her MGH SON diploma in 1953. Alice practiced nurs- 
ing for more than 40 years. She was an avid sports fan, 
following the Red Sox, UNH and Brown University. A 
witty conversationalist, Alice loved to knit, play Mah- 
jong and Scrabble. She was well traveled and loved 
cruising. She sang in her church choirs for 80 years. 


Marlene Groetz Lester passed away Saturday, July 
11, 2020. She was born in Amesbury, MA and graduat- 
ed from the MGH School of Nursing in 1953. She 
worked in Boston, San Francisco, and Lakeland before 
settling on the Suncoast. Her career at Venice Commu- 
nity Hospital began in 1971 where she rose to manage 
a 45-bed floor before retiring in 1994. She studied 
nights to earn a Bachelor of Science in Management 
from Nova University in 1987. She later left medicine 
to help with the administration of her husband’s con- 
struction company. Marlene was an active volunteer in 
both church and community activities. She enjoyed 
ballroom dancing, world travel, aerobics, and lunches 
with her dear friends, the “Gabby Girls.” 
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1953 


1953 Genevieve Manfredonia Fitzpatrick, Naval 
Officer, Professor and Author Genevieve “Jean" 
Manfredonia Fitzpatrick, age 88, of Falmouth MA, 
and Orlando FL, formerly of Dorchester and Brighton 
MA, passed away November 18, 2021. Born in Bos- 
ton, she graduated from the Brighton High School at 
age 16 and then from the MGH School of Nursing in 
1953. She was also a Double Eagle, graduating with 
BS (cum laude) and later MS degrees from Boston 
College. A life-long scholar, she later earned her PhD 
in sociology from Boston University. For many years 
she was a professor at Bridgewater State College (now 
University), being honored as an Emerita on her retire- 
ment from there. She also authored two widely used 
nursing textbooks (on gynecologic and oncology nurs- 
ing), wrote articles for many professional journals, and 
was a nursing consultant for the American Cancer So- 
ciety. At age 56 Genevieve volunteered as a medical 
officer in the U.S. Naval Reserve, receiving her com- 
mission from her husband, Robert (also a Naval Re- 
serve officer), during a ceremony aboard the U.S\S. 
Constitution. She served on overseas duty assign- 
ments for Naval Patrol Squadron VP-92 (Naval Air 
Station, S. Weymouth, MA), Genevieve was a deco- 
rated veteran of Operation Desert Storm and retired as 
a Commander from the Navy aboard the same ship on 
which she had received her officer's commission, the 
U.S.S. Constitution. 


Gloria Reuter Buzzell, 88, of Winchester NH died on 
April 24, 2021. Gloria was born in New Hyde Park 
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NY in 933 and graduated from the MGH School of 
Nursing in 1953. She married twice and raised seven 
children. Her world revolved around family, and she 
dedicated her life to ensuring each member felt her 
love. She recognized individuality, applauded ambi- 
tion, and encouraged the pursuit of personal growth. 
A lifelong nurse, Gloria’s kindness radiated outward 
to her patients. Her abiding moral imperative was so- 
cial equality. Everyone mattered to Gloria; she recog- 
nized the inherent dignity of all people. 


Betsey Ann Buck Bloomer passed away at age 88 on 
October 19th, 2020. She was born in Brockton, MA 
and moved to Chatham with her family in 1941. She 
was educated at Chatham High School, the MGH SON 
and later at the jomnt MGH/Harvard Medical School 
Nurse Practitioner Program in Boston in 1976. She 
married her high school sweetheart and returned to 
Chatham, where she raised 4 children and worked for 
many years as a geriatric nurse practitioner on Cape 
Cod. Her hobbies were gardening, painting, reading 
and music. She also loved travel, one of her favorite 
trips being a visit to Israel. 
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September Class Agent, 
Charlotte Brown Leavitt 


charlvtl4@gmail.com 


No news. 


Elaine Dearden Morisette age 86 of Methuen, 
passed away on April 24, 2020. Born in Methuen. She 
was the valedictorian of the Searles High School class 
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of 1950 and graduated from the MGH SON in 1954. 
She worked at MGH for a time before moving on to 
pediatrics at Lawrence General. Elaine was married to 
her high school sweetheart for 51 years; they worked as 
a team on many projects that benefited their communi- 
ty, such as the Methuen Senior Center built in 1984: he 
led the design, construction, and later operations and 
she handled most of the paperwork and functioned as 
the initial treasurer. She served as the Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Trustees and as a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Methuen Council on Aging. 
Passionate about music, Elaine played the organ and 
was for 35 years the organist and choir director at her 
church. She later became a trustee of the Methuen Me- 
morial Music Hall, spending much of her time finding 
sponsors for the Hall's summer recital events. She re- 
ceived numerous awards for service to her community 
including one from the Methuen Board of Trade honor- 
ing her dedication to the advancement of Business Civ- 
ic and Social Welfare of the City; a Certificate of Ser- 
vice from the Methuen Council on Aging; she was 
named Volunteer of the Year in 2018. 


Barbara Fox Kaslow 86, of Andover, passed away 
May 11, 2021. Barbara was born in Methuen, MA. She 
attended Merrimack College and graduated from the 
Massachusetts General Hospital School of Nursing in 
1955. For several years she served on the staff of the 
Clover Hill Hospital in Lawrence and later pursued a 
career in Real Estate. She was a member of the Greater 
Lawrence Board of Realtors and served on its Profes- 
sional Standards Committee. As an active Board mem- 
ber of the Greater Lawrence Home for Little Wanderers 
and Neighbors in Need she devoted much time and ener- 
gy to serving young children and in helping struggling 
families in the area with food supplies. Later she partici- 
pated in similar activities through her church., She was a 
member of the founding committee and volunteer of the 
Cor Unum Meal Center and was well known for provid- 
ing gloves, scarves, hats and jackets for Cor Unum 
guests who arrived on the coldest winter evenings. 


1955 


Class Agent 
Vacant 
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Shirley Sanker Derrah 87, died September 25, 2020. 
She grew up on a farm in Belfast, Maine and attended 


Westbrook Community College prior to graduating 
from the MGH School of Nursing in 1955. She proudly 
wore her MGH cap and RN pin as part of her nursing 
uniform for many years. Shirley worked for Baystate 
Health for 36 years, retiring in the mid-1990s. She had 
a wide variety of interests outside of nursing, including 
coaching girls’ youth softball, travel, baking and sew- 
ing. She was a Life Master at contract bridge; she and 
her husband competed as partners in tournaments 
around the country. 
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Class Agents, 
Connie Holleran hollerac@aol.com 
Sylvia Churchill Prince sylprin@gmail.com 


No news 


Janet DiBona O’ Leary, formerly of North Quincy 
MA, died January 10, 2017. Following her gradua- 
tion from the MGH SON in 1956 she worked in Bos- 
ton and South Shore hospitals while also earning a 
teaching degree from Framingham State Teachers 
College. During the early 1960s she was an operating 
room nurse and general seaman on the SS Hospital 
Ship Hope on its first voyage to South America, stop- 
ping at Peru. She later taught OR nursing at Quincy 
Junior College, and still later was director of the 
Methodone Clinic at Yarmouth (MA). After retire- 
ment she was an active volunteer in many community 
organizations including the VNA of Cape Cod. 
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Class Agent, 
Margery Howe Eramo 


margeryeramo@verizon.net 


Hi everyone and hope you are all having a great 
start to the New Year! Having just celebrated my 
85" birthday, I appreciate and savor each day as a 
gift. Please continue to send me any news you have 
— it was so great to finally see Class News in the 
2021 Record after a long period of no news. This is 
an anniversary year for us, and even though we 
may not have an onsite Homecoming this year, we 
can all celebrate next year at the BIG celebration of 
the 150" year of the MGHSON! Blessings, Love, 
Good Health and Prayers for Peace and the ending 
of this pandemic! Marge 


Maureen Corbin Cooley. Hi Marge, Hope you are 
well and keeping warm. You have been so good to 
have taken on the job of class secretary all these 
years. Thankfully, I am fine. Enjoying life in Beau- 
fort, S.C. I live in a beautiful area of the country 
with big, live oak trees laden with Spanish moss 
and bright pink azaleas in the spring. he beach 1s 
just 20 minutes away and the beautiful, old south- 
ern town of Beaufort the same distance. keep busy 
with volunteer work, reading , gardening and pets 
(a yorkie, a toy poodle, a cat and one 
fish...Anthony ate Cleopatra, hence he is alone. I 
love reading and lunching with friends. I am 
blessed to have my youngest daughter living here, 
my other daughter lives in Colorado — too far. I 
lost my dear husband Bill twelve years ago due to 
Parkinson’s. I keep up with Polly White and 
Nancy Lyons Wechsler. We used to get together 
with Barbara Clancy and Jan Oberacher too, but 
travel has been curtailed as you all know. I am re- 
minded often of our days together at the General 
and so thankful for those years. Weren’t we lucky 
to have been part of such a great institution. I 
learned so much in so many ways. So, be well, 
friends...Love to you all, Midge 


Nancy Lyons Wechsler. My husband and I are 
living in the Brooksby Village retirement commu- 
nity in Peabody, Massachusetts. We have been 
here nearly 4 years and were fortunate enough to be 
here before Covid struck. Our community has 
cared for every resident beautifully all this time. 
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We celebrated our 60th wedding anniversary under 
quarantine in our apartment. We had planned a 
large celebratory family party but that needed to be 
canceled. But by way of zoom and FaceTime we 
have been able to maintain contact with our loved 
ones. I Hope that all of you and your families are 
safe and as comfortable as possible during this ter- 
rible ordeal. I send greetings to all of you, and I 
hope to be able to celebrate with everyone during 
the 125th year of the MGH SON. 


Barb Moran Clancy. Hi Marge. Hope all is well. 
So far I have escaped all the germs. Thanks for the 
update, I will be in Falmouth this week and check 
on Pauline. 


Anne Marie Lanoue Weber. We are fine here in 
Santa Barbara, CA. I have not been able to volun- 
teer at the local hospital for 2 years now. I miss my 
assignments. Thanks for your efforts. Anne 


Betty Bigda Fuhrmann. Hi Marge. Not much to 
report. I finally retired from my last "gig" with a 
contractor doing audits of health insurance plans 
for the State of California. They are probably re- 
lieved that this old nurse is off their backs! Now, 
since most planned trips have been cancelled, I fill 
my time with tap dancing classes and sewing cos- 
tumes for the local community theater. Tried vol- 
unteering with the covid vaccination effort, but 
they already had enough help. Thanks for keeping 
us all in touch. 


Joan Waite Corbett. Hi Marge, Nice to hear from 

you and congratulations on being 85 (me too). I did 
hear from Mimi at Christmas she has moved to Vir- 
ginia. I do not have an email, sorry. Hope we. make 
it to our MGH 125th. Keep well. Joan Corbett 


Barbara Sherman Clark. Hi Marge, Thanks for 
all your work with the Alumnae Association. I look 
forward to reading the news about our class- 
mates. After graduating from the MGH, I married 
and moved to Maine in 1958. I raised four children 
(2 girls and 2 boys) and now have seven grandchil- 
dren and 4 great grandchildren. n 1986 moved to 
Auburn, ME and bought a condo where I currently 
live. In 1964, I was on-job-trained in Anesthesia 
and later completed the Nurse Anesthesia Program 
to become a Certified Registered Nurse 
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Anesthetist. After that I went on to obtain a Bache- 
lors and then a Masters Degree in Adult Education 
and directed two Schools of Anesthesia for Nurses, 
first in Waterville ME and then at St Mary's Hospital 
in Lewiston, ME. I continued to practice clinical an- 
esthesia until I retired in 2004. My youngest daugh- 
ter became a registered nurse with an Associates De- 
gree and her youngest daughter (my granddaughter) 
has a BSN, lives in Florida and works as a traveling 
nurse. COVID-19 has been fairly rampant in the area 
of Maine where I live. I've had my vaccination shots 
and so far escaped getting the virus. Some of my 
family members had it but survived o.k. Hopefully, 
this pandemic will end soon. I will always be thank- 
ful for the education I received at the MGH. I have 
nothing but fond memories of the years I spent as a 
student at the MGH School of Nursing. 


As for me, I’ve talked on the phone several times 
with Jo Fredella Gagnon. She and Don are well 
and still getting grands to and from school when 
their daughter is working. She has been an RN at 
MGH since she graduated from Nursing School and 
is currently working on Ellison 6, a Cardiac Care 
unit. She was my nurse in October when I had a 
WATCHMAN inserted due to AFib. All is well here, 
I’m still the Faith Community Nurse at my church, 
serve the town on the Council on Aging board and 
am a Registrar of Voters. All my family is well, and 
my youngest granddaughter is in her last semester at 
Regis College majoring in nursing and is working on 


White 10 (now a medical floor) as a PCA, another 
name for a nurses’ aide. She is doing her Preceptor- 
ship on Ellison 19, a Thoracic Surgery floor. I am 
truly Blessed, Love to you All and hope to see you in 
2023!!! 


Me (Marge) again. I got rejections of my email on 
Gerry DeMello Frates, Mimi Dudley Hirschy & 
Pauline Kurgan White, if anyone has contact with 
any of these classmates, please forward with my 
apologies and send correct address so I can update 
the list. 
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Jean Mathers McCathern, age 85, passed away Janu- 
ary 25, 2022. She was the wife of the late John J. 
(Skippy) McCathern with whom she shared 30 years of 
marriage before his passing in 1986. Born in Swamp- 
scott, MA, she was a life-long resident there. After 
graduating from the MGH SON in 1957 she spent her 
entire 55-year nursing career at Salem Hospital, first in 
the intensive care unit and later in the surgical recovery 
center. Over her career she was highly regarded as a 
compassionate, hardworking, and highly skilled nurse. 
She formed life-long friendships from her schools, her 
work and her community. She was active in many civ- 
ic groups and charitable organizations. 


Nancy Gearin Pecorella, 82, passed away June 19, 
2019. Born and raised in Lawrence MA, she was a 
member of the September, 1957 graduating class at the 
MGH SON. Following her marriage in 1958 the family 
moved to Ogden, Utah where they raised their two chil- 
dren. Nancy earned her BSN from the University of 
Utah and began working in the Oncology Department 
at St. Benedict’s Hospital. There she and Dr. Joseph 
Watson established the first radiation treatment center 
in the Intermountain West. She also founded, “I Can 
Cope,” for cancer patients, survivors and families 
who’ve lost loved ones to the disease. 

*Editor’s note: this obituary was sent in by two of Nan- 
cy’s MGH classmates, Judith Auchterline Pinckney 
and Josephine Fredella Gagnon, who wished us to 
know that, “nurse Nancy was an intensely compassion- 
ate person who touched many lives.” Thank you. 
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Class Agent 
Janet Bolcome Thompson 
jebt37@gmail.com 
No news 

1959 
Class Agents 
Jane Marie Henrick (S) 


March - vacant 


Jane Hartwell. This has been another year of pret- 
ty much staying at home. Luckily, I have stayed 
well and avoided Covid-19. I have been vaccinated 
and always “mask up.” Mainly I have stayed in my 
home, getting groceries delivered and keeping in 
touch with friends by phone and email. I did get to 
New York for Christmas with my family. I speak 
on the phone regularly with Mary Furber Ray- 
mond and Mary McCarthy Perry. | look forward 
to our class news. MGH class of 1959 remains a 
fond memory. My hope for all is to stay safe and 
well. 


Betty Linden Concannon. Bill and | are doing 
quite well health-wise, and have not had any seri- 
ous issues recently. Last week I celebrated my 
83rd Birthday. The forecast was for mild sunny 
weather for a couple of days so we headed to the 
Cape for 2 nights. We got some beach walking in 
and had some awesome dinners. It was a great es- 
cape! What did Bill and I do??? For Christmas I 
was crocheting candy cane covers for all in our 
immediate family: children and spouses, grandchil- 
dren and spouses, and great grandchildren. I had to 
make 48! My hand would cramp if I did too many 
at a time but so worth it when they got such a kick 
out of them. We are looking forward to getting out 
and about more and getting some visits now that 
the Covid numbers are dropping. My love to every- 
body. 


Betty Duval Hickey. I moved back to California 
last March and have been putting the house togeth- 
er since then (finally found one that I liked in July). 
I volunteer at the church 2 days a week and a cou- 
ple of days I help a gentleman who is 90. That is 
enough to keep me busy. Still see friends and the 
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rest of the time I just relax. Hope everything is ok 
with everyone. 


Diana Hagenbarth Russo turns 85 on Valentine's 
Day. She writes, “I play Canasta and do pool exercis- 
es. Love to eat out!!! Hi to all.” 


Ruthie Blandford Brayton. My news is all small 
stuff. Fell down the stairs and hit my head. CT scan 
shows nothing. Bob likes to report that! I certainly am 
feeling the passage of the years. I find myself telling 
old MGH stories and appreciating so much what we 
learned there. Back to the pool now post Covid re- 
strictions. Wondering how we are going to move for- 
ward with national and international stuff. Six grand- 
kids become more interesting as they head towards 
maturity. Berkeley is...Berkeley! 


Carolyn L Wortman. Oh dear. I started this 9 days 
ago, got interrupted and never got back to it. It's proba- 
bly too late but I'll finish and send along. It seems like 
forever since I shared any news with you. As Jane Ma- 
rie suggested, I'll start with the beginning of 2021. In 
October of 2020 I took a spill in my kitchen and frac- 
tured my hip. No surgery needed but a long healing 
process. By the first of the year I was able to give up 
the walker and go back to my cane. It was finally de- 
clared completely healed early February. In the mean- 
time I was able to drive (it was my left hip) and get 
back to the Pantry. Yes, 31 years later, still at it. In 
April of 2021 I won the Minuteman Cane Award for 
my work at the Pantry, given to a town resident over 80 
years of age who has bettered the lives of others in 
some way. The "cane" you receive is more like a walk- 
ing stick. This Patriot's Day I get to ride in an open car 
in the parade. There was no parade last year d/t the 
Pandemic. My mom won the cane 25 years ago for her 
work at the Pantry. The Pantry, being an essential busi- 
ness has remained open in "Pandemic" mode from the 
start. Of course, we had to do a complete turnaround on 
how we do business. We have picked up over 150 new 
families since the beginning. Some have stayed. Some 
have gone. Some come and go. The church where we 
"live" gave us complete reign of the lower level even 
though they were in lock down. Even though things are 
opening up a bit, I think we will stay in Pandemic 
mode (no clients in building) for a while longer, if not 
permanently. My health is good and I'm thankful I 
have the Pantry to keep me busy. 
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Carol French Publicover. All is well here in 
Florida. In December I was hospitalized with 
a severe bacterial pneumonia. The day | left 
the hospital my 9th great grandchild was be- 
ing delivered by c-section. I was as able to re- 
sume my busy schedule quickly and am doing fine 
now. 


Janemarie Henrick. My year has been filled with 
family and travel, working out to stay healthy and 
keeping balanced with needed protocols to keep 
Covid away. Some family members have had the 
virus and all are doing well to date. All were fully 
vaccinated and boosted. I spent a month in Cali- 
fornia: a week with a nurse friend in Redwood 
City, a week in Marin with a dear friend and 2 
weeks in Folsom with my family. It was a time of 
joy and love just being me. The last night in Cali- 
fornia was spent with Ruthie and Bob Brayton. 
Ruthie still has a wonderful sense of humor and a 
brilliant mind. My brother George died of lung 
cancer last June and my other brother, Frank has 
been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. He still recog- 
nizes everyone and finds joy in life with his fami- 
ly and friends. I will be going to Sarasota Florida 
soon to visit with him and his wife who is a high 
school friend. I often speak with Margo Johnson 
Taylor. She says that her daughter visits from 
New York often and has been a real help in navi- 
gating Covid. She wants you to know she is hang- 
ing in there and tries to be positive. She was 
pleasantly surprised recently by the MGHNAA 
who awarded her Lifetime Membership for her 
"dedication and loyalty for the past 60 years." She 
is very proud of this recognition from her friends 
and colleagues 

We have lost two classmates recently. See their 
obituaries below. 


Katherine Glendenning Jones Dixon passed away 
January 22, 2022. She grew up in Wakefield MA. 


1959 


When she finished the MGH SON in 1959 she went 
on to McGill University in Montreal for her degree 
in nursing and then taught nursing at the Malden 
Hospital. Following her marriage, the couple moved 
to the New York City area where they raised their 
two sons. She left nursing and had a successful ca- 
reer in real estate during this period. Widowed in 
1992, she later remarried and settled permanently in 
Florida. Her family describes her as, ‘‘a happy and 
energetic person, undaunted by MS, which she bat- 
tled for many years, proud to be a nurse, mother and 
grandmother.” 


Barbara French Hamson, 83, died on January 8, 
2022. Following her graduation from MGH she prac- 
ticed intensive care nursing for 35 years at hospitals 
in CA, VT, NH, ME, retiring from York Hospital 
there. She and her husband moved to Williamsburg, 
VA, where she became involved with her church and 
several of its charitable programs, including its res- 
pite program for patients with Alzheimer’s Disease. 
Her last move was to NC to be closer to her daughter. 
Her passions included gardening, family genealogy, 
her 2 cats and most of all music; she sang in choirs 
throughout her life and performed in, “The Messiah,” 
annually while she lived in Virginia. 
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Class Agents 
Mary Jane Nassar St.Amour (M) 
mjpst.amour@verizon.net 
Priscilla Webster Ramsey (M) 
pwramsey@aol.com 
Roberta Rawson Stidham (S) 
jorost561@gmail.com 


Editor’s Note: We hear indirectly that Anne Keiran 
Manton is to be inducted into the American Nurses 
Association’s Hall of Fame. She is the fifth MGH 


’ 
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SON graduate to be so named. The first three had 


graduated from our school in the nineteenth century: 
Sophia Palmer (1878), Mary E.P.Davis (1878) and 
Sara Parsons (1893). The twentieth century has pro- 
duced just two: Muriel Poulin (1942) and now 
Anne Manton, who has also received the University 
of Rhode Island’s Nursing Luminary Award for 
2021. Her career focus has been on emergency nurs- 
ing with major contributions in education, research, 
practice and professional development. She is a past 
president of the Emergency Nurses Association and 
past Editor of the Journal of Emergency Nursing. 
She has published prolifically over her career and 
held several academic appointments. Now retired, 
she lives on Cape Cod. 


Elizabeth Rafferty Angel, 82, of Norwell, died De- 
cember 31, 2021. Raised in Wakefield MA, she gradu- 
ated from the MGH SON in 1960. Early in her career 
she worked as a travel nurse and served in a variety of 
settings including aboard a hospital ship in Africa and 
numerous institutions across the U.S. She then resettled 
in the Boston area where she held several positions at 
MGH over the ensuing 25 years, in addition to raising 
her family and earning her BSN from Northeastern Uni- 
versity. Following her retirement she continued to pur- 
sue her love for travel and outdoor adventures and par- 
ticipating in family activities. 


Carol S. Stone, 87, passed away April 27, 2021. She 
She was a life-long nurse, earning an Associates’ De- 
gree from Mount Ida College ('57), a diploma from 

MGH School of Nursing ('60), a B.S. from Worcester 
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State College ('79), an M.S. from Boston College ('81), 
and a Doctorate of Nursing Science from Boston Uni- 
versity ('88), all while working full-time, raising three 
children, and twice surviving breast cancer. She held 
many supervisory roles throughout her career at the old 
Boston Lying-In and Brigham & Women’s Hospitals in 
Labor & Delivery and OBGYN; and taught Nursing in 
the Graduate programs at the University of Massachu- 
setts, Boston and Salem State College. Carol is de- 
scribed by her family as “a strong, intuitive, independ- 
ent woman advocated for social justice and women’s 
rights, supported animal welfare groups, and fought to 
protect the climate. 


Jeannette Leahan Takita of Trevose PA passed away 
September 2, 2021, aged 81 years. Born in Jamaica Plain 
MA, she was a graduate of Girls Latin in Boston, and the 
Massachusetts General Hospital School of Nursing, class 
of 1960. She proudly served in the US Army as a nurse 
for three years. A mother of eight and grandmother of 
22, her family was her greatest joy. She enjoyed listening 
to music and was an avid Red Sox fan, often speaking of 
times spent in the grandstands at Fenway Park. 


Patricia Toas Carden, passed away in Boulder CO Au- 
gust 5th, 2021. After graduating from Barnstable High 
School and the MGH SON she completed one of the 
early nurse practitioner programs at Denver General 
Hospital. She settled in Colorado and Cape Cod with 
her husband and their two children. Later in her life she 
participated in a number of missionary programs to for- 
eign countries including India (where she worked under 
the guidance of Mother Teresa) and Ethiopia. 
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Elizabeth Matricaria Hutchinson 
emhwoods@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Marsh Ream 
erhlream5@gmail.com 


Barbara (Beers) Johnson. Living in Lakes Re- 
gion, NH. Six married children and 14 grandkids 
also all over the US. Did lots of home nursing with 
my Brady Bunch while they were growing up. Ed 
& I celebrated 60 years this past October. God will- 
ing we’ll have a few more. We are generally 
healthy with normal aging issues, enjoying making 
memories! 


Nancy Carpenter Dyer. In March 2021, Mills & I 
moved to a CCRC retirement community due to 
health issues (mine). Over the past 6 years my mo- 
bility has progressively become very limited due to 
neurological disease. We will celebrate our 60™ an- 
niversary on February 16. Our two daughters, two 
grandsons, and two great-granddaughters (2 and 
nearly 5) are in good health. 


Carol (Clarey) Landry. My husband, Bob, and I 
are both pretty healthy and living in Florida. We 
have a son and daughter living in St. Paul, MN. 
Two grandchildren, no great-grandchildren or hopes 
for any yet. We spend our summers in MN with my 
daughter. Our eldest son passed away in 2016. Two 
of my sisters-in-law passed away last year. One of 
them, our classmate Margaret (Cahill) Cleary, died 
last year. 


Judith Conway. Enjoying life on the Cape, and 
had lunch with Jean (Chin) Lem this past summer. 
We heard that Janet (Ramey) Mooney lives here as 
well, so we'll try to contact her this coming sum- 
mer. 


Susan Hambly Taylor. 60+ years since graduation 
and still going strong. Lost my Bob 8 years ago but 
trying to keep going. Left my nursing job when 
COVID hit but have done some remote COVID 
tracing which keeps me home and safe. I Had a 
week of COVID after Christmas but recovered. 
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Three daughters nearby with 8 awesome grandkids. 
Life is GOOD! 


Mary Koon. Aging well so far, singing and danc- 
ing with my husband...kids and grandkids all well. 


Dot Kupfer Gauthier. Joe and I have decided to 
move from Birmingham, AL to Bentonville, AK 
(home of Walmart and our son and grandkids), in 
the NW corner of the state. We are in the process 
of sorting and packing the contents of the home we 
have lived in for 46 years. We started in January 
and may (?) be ready for the movers on March 12. 
Our sons have graciously offered to fly down from 
Bentonville and Seattle to help us drive our 2 auto- 
mobiles to our new Independent Living cottage in a 
suburb of Bentonville. They have cautioned each 
other that it will be a 10 hour drive for each car 
with “an octogenarian and a cat.” 


Liz Marsh Ream. [| am still living in a suburb of 
Asheville, NC on my own with my 

daughter and family nearby. I keep busy with 
church, bridge and community activities 

as I’m able to do so. The mind is active but some- 
times my body feels like an old car that 

needs servicing to keep moving. Right now I am 
limiting my activities to decrease 

exposure to COVID as I get ready for some minor 
surgical repair work in mid-March. 

I have adopted this Motto: Make the rest of your 
life, the best of your life. I really enjoy 
facilitating a small discussion group at church, 
which explores controversial items and the 

role of women. It is so enlightening to watch my 3 
grandsons grow into adulthood 

and learn from them all the new things that are go- 
ing on. My oldest grandson married last year 

so I may have a chance to become a great- 
grandmother in the future. 


Betty Matricaria Hutchinson. I’m still wearing a 
mask whenever indoors at grocery, post office 

and library...just about my only “socialization” 
these days except for Pickleball! At the end of the 
summer a friend said she thought I would like it, 
my being a very former tennis player. And I did 
and do...get myself motivated a couple times a 
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week to keep my body moving when it feels too 


cold and windy to put on x-country skis or snow- 
shoes. MY VT grandchildren (11 and 7) have mor- 
phed into fearless skiing demons - fun too when | 
get a rare opportunity to do so. Here’s hoping we 
all get to feel more “freedom” in the months ahead. 


Carol Morgrage Gallo. Not a whole lot happened 
for us this past year. My husband Dick had 
radiation treatment and hormone therapy for pros- 
tate cancer and hopefully the cancer was caught 
early. He is doing fine now. We haven’t done any 
traveling, due to Covid, but did go to Wisconsin 
to have Christmas with our daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson. We keep busy golfing with our 
friends and get-togethers with them. We are all 
vaccinated and boosted, so we feel comfortable 
about that. Our granddaughter married this past 
May, after having to postpone it for a year due to 
Covid. A great time was had by all. 


Elaine Peckham Bock. No new news except get- 
ting older, but still very active and enjoying life. 


Stephanie Pietrowski Davidson. Not much has 
changed here as well. Covid kept us all at bay. 
Now with the decline in cases, I am beginning to 
move forward, but my town still has a mask man- 
date for indoors. That being said, some occasions 
like our COA Sit/Stitch group have now decided 
that as long as we have our masks on, it is okay to 
come in person and what a booster that has been! 
However, many other classes remain on Zoom and 
aren't we all thankful for that technology. I had a 
granddaughter postpone her wedding in 2020 only 
to find one year later in 2021, that the ceremony 
would still have to be on zoom. I have another 
granddaughter just engaged and getting married in 
September 2022. Plans are moving forward for us 
all to be able to attend!! Hooray! With 11 grand- 
children, still no great grandchildren: I envy you 
Mary Lou and all other classmates who have these 
little ones in their lives. My Health OK, no major 
complaints when you hear of others with serious 
illness. I have lost several very dear friends over 
these past few months and I guess it goes with the 
age; I turned 81 this past January. I read a lot: ina 
book group via Zoom. I love to do needlepoint and 
again, we have returned to monthly meetings, but 
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with masks/our new normal. 


Mary Lou Prendible Nadeau. We stay safe at 
home — no wild parties or even restaurant dining! 
Joe and I are vaccinated and boosted as are all our 
immediate family so they all visit regularly. 

Didn’t think we’d all be dealing with this Covid-19 
for this long, but I guess it will continue for a 
while yet. Our biggest news is that we are now 
great grand-parents! Our granddaughter and her 
husband gave birth to Charlotte last March so she is 
almost one year old and growing and learning 
every day! Love and best wishes to all our class- 
mates far and wide. Love to hear from anyone! 


Rosemary Rice Williston. Not the best year for 
me, with five hospitalizations. I’m on 4-5L. of 02 
around the clock. Jim passed away of Alzheimer’s 
in May. I live alone in my house. My cat, Nabby, 
left us recently at age 16. Her large yellow striped 
son, Brady, will be 16 this year. My family is 
doing well. My sister, Sandra, is still living in the 
family home at Dennis, Cape Cod. My son Craig 
and his wife, Yumi, live in NYC, where Craig 
works as a consultant in banking. Mike, a manager 
at Ford and Bethany, a swim coach, live near me. 
She also works for a company that designs athletic 
and team clothing. The boys, Zac, 20 is at the U. of 
Iowa, studying engineering and competing in tri- 
athlons. He qualified for the College National Tri- 
athlon Championships. Cam, 18, is at Kenyon stud- 
ying International Business and swims. Zoey just 
turned 16. She is in high school and plays soccer 
with one of the best travel teams in the state. 


Judy Robbins Packard. Charlie and I haven’t 
made any changes: same house, still walking, bik- 
ing and gardening — a little slower, maybe. Best 
thing in the past year - Keith and Scott came up 
from California and joined the 2 of us and Craig for 
my 80" birthday — a year late because of Covid. 
Hope you all are well and enjoying life. 


Anne Rourke Boivin. My big news is that I have 
moved as of February 9". I have sold my condo in 
Gulfport, FL and moving with my permanent ad- 
dress being in Belleville, IL. I have decided that, 
as I get older, being close to family is important. 
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My son and two granddaughters live in town. I will 


be about 15 minutes from him, far enough away to 
retain independence and close enough so that he 
can get to me quickly. I am doing this as my 
choice while I am still healthy and mobile! My new 
address will be: 215 Sandwedge Drive, Belleville, 
IL 62220. My cell phone number remains un- 
changed. 


Carol Wheeler Summer. | Met Phyllis Smith 
Daniloff in California in November. We hadn’t 
seen each other since 1974. Great visit. It seemed 
like only yesterday. It took many years to find 
each other. The computer found her for me. We 
talk often. Life is Good. So far good health. 


Jessie Williams Parsons. Even though I currently 
live in VA to be close to my daughter and 

one son, I visit MA and NH on a regular basis 
where my other two sons and their families live. 

I refuse to have my three youngest granddaughters 
grow up and not know their grandmother. Plus, 
they have working parents so I am able to pitch in 
and give a hand. Up until last year I had been driv- 
ing back and forth myself. Then my trigeminal neu- 
ralgia began to increase and I no longer felt safe 
driving that distance. Five months ago I had sur- 
gery with not a single episode since. My surgeon 
does not anticipate any recurrence. Truly a miracle 
and a new beginning for me. Hope to see everyone 
at the 60th. 


Beverly Wood Gemmill. This has been a hard year 
for me; my husband Walt died in October. He had 
been bedridden for two years and I really utilized 
my MGH education in caring for him. My son was 
hospitalized for a month and was intubated part of 
that time. My other son had hip surgery and had 
complications. The good news is that we are all 
doing well now, we all received our covid shots, 
plus the booster. The tree that was supposed 

to fall on our house, didn’t, but had to be cut 
down. My grandson’s wife is pregnant with my 
second great grandchild. I’m doing a lot of reading 
and trying to keep up with friends and family. 


Mickie McNulty Condon. I received an email 
from her husband, George, that Mickie passed 
away on May 16, 2021 after an extended illness. 
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Marlene Norton, 81, passed away February 5, 
2022. A lifelong resident of Danvers MA, living in 
the home where she grew up. After her MGH gradu- 
ation in 1961she continued her education, earning 
her BSN and MSN from Boston University while 
working full time in her chosen specialty, Pediatrics. 
She worked in several different roles and positions 
over the years including staff nursing at MGH and 
Shriner’s Hospital, administration and instructor in 
pediatrics at the MGH SON during it’s final years. 
She retired from the MGH in 2005 and continued 
her busy life. She was a dedicated volunteer with the 
NAA. For forty years she gave countless hours serv- 
ing on committees, answering phone calls, mailing 
letters and notices, managing our Alumnae office 
and recording minutes of our meetings. Marlene 
loved travel; she visited many countries around the 
world and stayed at her Florida time-share twice a 
year. She was passionate about roses; a long-time 
secretary of the New England Rose Society, she had 
many exotic varieties in her garden. She also en- 
joyed researching her family genealogy extending 
back to the 1600s, participating in community and 
church activities and caring for her much-loved cats. 


Wilma Evans Lashley, 82, died May 25, 2021. She 
was born in Boston MA and grew up in Ohio, gradu- 
ating from Wittenberg University in Springfield OH 
and then from MGH SON in 1961. She retired as vice 
president of Nursing at Wayne Hospital in 


1961 


Greenville, Ohio and was an active member of the 
NAA until the time of her death. Editor’s note: Wil- 
ma’s mother was a 1931 graduate of the Simmons 
College nursing program and practiced in both MA 
and OH. 


Marilyn (“Mickie”) McNulty Condon of North 
Easton, formerly of Randolph, passed away May 16, 
2021, at the age of 80. She attended Randolph High 
School and then the MGH SON. She stayed at the 
hospital after graduation, working as a head nurse on 
the Orthopedic Service for ten years, then switching 
to ICU nursing at South Shore Hospital. She was 
also active in her community, serving on the Ran- 
dolph Board of Health, working as the nurse for the 
town’s Police & Fire Departments and volunteering 
in several other community groups. Her husband 
and four children survive her. 
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Class Agents 

Barbara Kaminsky 
barbarakaminsky@mac.com 
Vacant 


Karen Hatch Bourgeois recalls it’s still unbelieva- 
ble that 63 years ago I arrived at MGH as a fresh- 
man nursing student. We were the first class to live 
in the hotel that the hospital had just purchased (The 
Lincolnshire at 20 Charles St-ed. 

We were the only occupants, and it was truly a 
bonding experience. We all knew we were in an 
elite nursing program, and were anxious to begin 
our careers. So many medical advances have oc- 
curred since we left in 1962. At the time there 

were no ICUs. I remember, as a senior, working 
alone on the 8 bed wing of the White surgical build- 
ing for the 3-11 shift. The task was daunting. I de- 
veloped a migraine and vomited in the Utility 
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Room. My supervisor sent to me the ER where 
they gave me Fiorinal and sent me back to finish 
the shift. The first Critical Care Unit at MGH was 
established with a five bed Respiratory Unit in 
1961. Today, there are more than 130 critical care 
beds in nine different ICUs. In the sixties, there 
were so many advances that occurred in medicine, 
too numerous to mention, and MGH was at the 
forefront. I did take care of the first limb attach- 
ment patient after I had graduated. It was on Baker. 
After I graduated, I lived on Beacon Hill with Ann 
Driscoll and Ginny Hovey. We worked for one 
year at MGH, and then Ginny and I decided to go 
to San Francisco along with Lee Caudill. We all 
celebrated Ann’s wedding before we left. Ginny 
and I drove there, and Lee joined us after spending 
the summer nursing at Yellowstone. Driving was a 
challenge at times, but a lot of fun. I came back a 
year later, living in the nurses’ residence and again 
working at MGH. In a few months, I moved to 
Marlborough St. with three other nurses. We defi- 
nitely could not afford to live there now. I have 
lived in NH since 1970, and worked at our very 
small local hospital for the first six years. In 1976, I 
became a school nurse and finished out my career 
there. I retired in 2002, and now spend six months 
in NH and six months in Florida. I am fortunate to 
be able to weight train, play golf and take 30-45 
minute walks most days. My medical background 
has helped me stay as healthy as I can at this age. I 
am looking forward to our 60th celebration this 
Fall. 


Dottie Willis Rainwater writes, I Had hoped to 
see Donna Robinson Counsil at our 55th reunion 
but she was not able to come. I have lived in Flori- 
da since 1984. My last 30 + years were with the 
VA on acute psych and PDST units. Before that 
public health, teaching, ICU and 2 years in India 
with the Peace Corps. I Started a trigeminal neural- 
gia support group in Florida which is now a nation- 
al organization. My youngest is a paramedic here 
in St. Pete and has his hands full. My husband is 
the local bridge tender! I still kayak and keep my 
sanity picking avocados. Much love to you all. 
Thank you for the news and the wonderful memo- 
ries, 
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Anne Adams Lefebvre writes: fortunately, both 
my husband and J are in good health. We are active 
and still volunteering at the local food bank. I also 
do some with hospice. Our five grandchildren give 
us much pleasure. Two of them graduate from col- 
lege this May. We haven’t done any traveling due 
to covid and are still wearing masks when out and 
about. 


Brenda Itchkawich Pukas says she finally retired 
from Nursing at age 79. Brenda recently took a 
Master Gardiner course at the University of Rhode 
Island. She’s always had a large garden and 
wanted to learn more of the technical aspects. 
Brenda still plays tennis a least 3 times a week. She 
is anxious to resume travel internationally for Bird- 
ing trips with Elaine Farrington Brisbanes. They 
have been to Columbia and Uganda where they 
saw a rare species of bird (Shoebill) only found 
there. 

Elaine can add that she also has 6 grandchildren. 


Kathleen Casey writes that I am working hard at 
rebuilding my stamina following the pandemic lock 
down - trying to get back to brisk walking for about 
3 miles-so far slower mile but I keep at it and so 
much easier without the snow. I know you are try- 
ing hard too but it takes so much longer now at our 
age. Kathy recently was in a “lock down” at the 
Seabrook Market Basket that included staff, and 
customers, while the police and swat team searched 
the grounds. She complemented the employees on 
managing this situation. Later, Kathy described the 
refreshments served, especially the hot breakfast 
sandwiches (she is a great cook) and the friends she 
made during the 2-hour wait for the all-clear. She 
said her time as an Air Force recruiter served her 
well. 


Kathy Hannon Dube says they are living the life. 
They have a place in Coco Beach and a place in 
Dartmouth MA. Kathy is frequently on the golf 
course. She has 9 grandchildren and says with 
pride that they are high achievers. One grand- 
daughter at Ohio State, is spending a semester in 
Ireland. 
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Thelma Wells writes, I have some brief "catch up." 
I retired from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in 2003 as Professor Emerita and enjoyed travel 
during the early retirement years. These days I am 
in a senior independent living community because 
my vision 1s such that I no longer drive. I have been 
here quite happily for 4 years. Fortunately, I have 
many friends outside the community who include 
me in activities and provide support as needed. 
Covid has stopped much of my theater attendance 
and outside social life in general. Hopefully inspring 
life may become more normal. I remain active with 
a local senior group, church, various zooms, and 
reading. These are the tough years as we face the 
loss of old friends and classmates. But memories are 
wonderful. 


Benita Shatz Bavaria: I am retired and am now 
the caregiver for my husband (married 56 years) 
who has Parkinson’s and Prostate Ca. We live a 
comfortable life in NV and have plenty of room for 
anyone willing to make the trip to LasVegas. Am 
presently working towards a Masters Degree in 
American History with a focus on our Indian Na- 
tions. Have also taken up Martial Arts for seniors 
and just earned my yellow belt. Yes, I am trying to 
fight this aging process - not having much luck. My 
love to all of you. 


Gloria Burris Hopkins writes: even though my 
grandkids are 18-27, I will be going to the first wed- 
ding this September. They are 1n no rush. 

Lena, the youngest, hopes to go to MIT this fall. 
Grace will get her master’s in law. The rest have all 
graduated college and have good jobs. Gloria ex- 
pressed sentiments held by so many of us that dur- 
ing the pandemic, seniors paid a price for ‘social 
isolation.” She adds, “I walk for sanity, something 
one could do during recent isolation. Now at least I 
can walk with someone half the time. All my other 
programs ceased with covid and I moved so that is 
all I do. I agree my stamina is not what it used to be, 
mostly age and the hiatus from doing less. I miss my 
old community with that feeling of belonging and 
long-time friends. But they were disappearing too. 
As my dad who made it to 99 said, “it can be lonely 
as we get older.” 
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Susan Huk OShea: I’m looking forward for our 
60th reunion and hope to make it. It takes a while to 
get going in the morning with all the aches and 
pains, I still have some good memories of the 
General and keep up with some friends. I heard 
from Judy Hemery who is in England and is also 
interested. We enjoy our family and grandchildren 
who are nearby. Sixtieth, can you believe it? 


Ann Driscoll Beaumont and her husband, Dick 
were the guests of honor recently for a weekend 
celebration of their family life. This event was host- 
ed by their six children. This was a “closed” 

event no spouses or grandchildren, just the eight of 
them to retell the stories of growing up and being 
part of a military family. This tribute the Beaumont 
children paid their parents is unique 

and certainly special. There were also plenty of 
birthday wishes too for both Ann and Dick for their 
80th birthdays. Dick retired from the military after 
twenty years’ service and they settled in Monterey. 
Ann writes that in the last ten years they have spend 
the summer months in Quincy. While there, they 
are fortunate to spend time with friends and enjoy 
family visits with their children and 14 grandchil- 
dren. Ann has a BS in Health Science from Chap- 
man College. She was an instructor in the Medical 
Occupations Department at Nashoba Valley Tech- 
nical High School, which also required Ann pass a 
school bus driver license test to transport students. 
She says that the majority of her nursing career, she 
was employed in 4 allergy practices for a total of 36 
years and retired as the charge nurse 1n 2014. 


Ena Chang keeps in touch with Jean Seaman in 
Marion MA and Betsy Von Collin in East Sand- 
wich. Ena is eager for the covid restrictions to be 
relaxed so she can travel once again. She says 

her big trips now are to the grocery store and most 
of her communications are by telephone. 


Karen Keto Nichols says her grandson, a high 
school senior, is looking at colleges. Karen is active 
walking but since there are no sidewalks in her 
neighborhood, she walks in the road. She uses 
Zoom for Qi Gong. Karen remains active on vari- 
ous committees and councils for the aging in 
Arlington/Belmont. 
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Jan Young Fiske is looking forward to a major 
birthday celebration and going to Florida. When 
Jan had cataract surgery she recalled her days as a 
nursing consultant traveling internationally to such 
faraway places as China to exchange techniques 
and procedures on the treatment of cataracts. 


Lee Brewer Maynard says its a sad time for her as 
her husband passed away in June after a long ill- 
ness. She is hopeful that our class can gather at 
Homecoming this year. She adds that MGH gradu- 
ates are a great group of women who have accom- 
plished amazing things. Through The Alumni Rec- 
ord and “Beyond the Cap” the history and the spirit 
of the MGH graduate remains strong and true. 


Carol Deslauriers says she is bored with social 
isolation and more than ready for her next vacation 
cruise. She has given her travel agent the go-ahead 
to book the arrangements as soon as travel is less 
restrictive. Meanwhile Carol is busy walking, 
swimming and working out at a health club. Carol 
lives in rural Colorado with dirt roads where neigh- 
bors are spread out. 


Lee Caudill Ware. In addition to her career, rais- 
ing children, getting a masters degree, advancing to 
Department Chair of the EMS at Erie Community 
College, Lee has worked on a dozen art shows 
where her husband, Sam, displays and sells his 
photography. They travelled to Denmark to ob- 
serve the EMS system there and visit with her 
bridesmaids, all Danish nurses. After 41 years of 
marriage, Sam passed away. Lee writes, “the fol- 
lowing year I retired from the college and moved 
here to PA. We had purchased property years be- 
fore and I took a deep breath and decided to come 
here and build my little home in the woods. Since 
then, I've tutored ESL, edited a local author's book 
and become very active in my church, managing 
the thrift shop and working with outreach. Friends 
and family visit often. I’ve had a wonderful life, 
have no complaints, and believe MGH gave me the 
foundation for it all. 


Peggy Carson Gilmour. I am well, walk daily 
with two dogs, and work in a small Lobbying Firm 
in Concord NH, the state capital, and where the 
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State House and Legislature are. It is always inter- 


esting, though often frustrating as the legislative and 
political process can be! My husband David and I 
have a small RV, and spend many nights at our 
great State Parks, and when time allows, travel far- 
ther afield. Thelma Wells and Susan O'Shea and I 
get together via Zoom about once a month to catch 
up and remember MGH days and classmates. In 
2019, before pandemic days, my husband David 
and I walked el Camino de Santiago, a 500 mile 
pilgrimage from France across Spain. 


Joan Corbett Corea wants classmates to know she 
would welcome calls from them. She misses the 
social interaction pre-covid. Joan is trying to stay 
positive and looks forward to Spring sunshine and 
gardening. 


Alice Sullivan Anderson passed away October |, 


2021. Alice’s progressive Rheumatoid Arthritis led to 
cardiac problems and recurrent hospital admissions to 
MGH where she passed away 10/1/2021. While an in- 
patient she met MGH IHP nurse graduates and reported 
receiving, “amazing” care. She was also on a Phillips 
House unit and recalled Philips House “‘back in the 
day.” Alice had been on the 55th reunion committee 
and is remembered as a helpful, talented nurse and a 
loving person. 


The late Wilma Graham Cosgrove, whose obituary 
appeared in the 2021 Alumni Record, is remembered 
by classmates as creative and enterprising in develop- 
ing her artistic talents. Willy’s designs won prizes at 


local and regional craft fairs. Her gifts were generally 
unique and hand crafted. She made costumes and 
clothes for her grandchildren; communications featured 
hand-painted notes; breads and cookies were always 
homemade. Classmate and friend Karen H. described 
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her as a creative and caring friend and an excellent 
nurse. She had a unique style and introduced her 


classmates to the finer points of Filene’s basement 
shopping. 
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Class Agent 
Carol Gandolfi Hiller 
snowball42@verizon.net 


Judy Clossey. This might be too late, but all is 
well on the coast of Maine. My daughter, Wanda, 
is now living 60 miles from me in Turner and do I 
ever love being able to run over whenever! Jeff 
and his Chris (the daughter I didn’t birth) are 
across the road, the two grand daughters are 12 and 
50 miles away, Nd I have the cutest 3 YO great 
grandson ever. Gram is one happy woman. Busy 
volunteering 3-4 days/week and truly enjoying my 
home-looking for summer- to head north to 
Schoodic lake, and sure would love any of you to 
come on up! Best place in the world for summer 
in Mane! Hang in there uys. Am now 80 and 
looking forward to seeing as many of us next fall 
as possible. We’re very special. LOTS OF 
LOVE, Judy G. Clossey 


Barb Dunderdale. Barb retired from MGH March 
2020 after 58 years. What a ride!!! I’m enjoying 
time with my wonderful husband of 56 years, Bill, 
my 2 sons and their wives, and 4 grandchildren in 
various stages of college. I love playing golf, run- 
ning, reading, and the garden. I remain active with 
the MGH Alumni serving on the BOD and as the 
Chair of the 150th Anniversary Celebration of the 
MGH School of Nursing to be celebrated at Home- 
coming September 22, 23, & 24, 2023! It will be 
our 60th Class Reunion and let us hope for a 
MAGNIFICENT turnout!!! 


Barbara Mahoney. My husband and I, vaxed and 
boosted, have stayed well without totally hibernat- 
ing. Zoom has been great for social, community 
and educational connections. | am a member of the 
Board of Health in my town. It has been absolutely 
fascinating to participate in the decision-making 
processes during the pandemic. I enjoy participat- 
ing in flu and vaccine clinics through the Health 
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Colleen Pickford Booth. As strange as it may 


seem, three of us former New Englanders, MGH 
grads of '63, section 3 !!! live in the mid Atlantic 
region......1, Colleen Pickford Booth, in the Philadel- 
phia suburbs, Gail O'Sullivan Mazzocco in Win- 
chester VA and Terri McSwain Schuckman in 
Annandale VA. We have been meeting up for lunch 
twice a year for some years now and feeling so 
lucky/blessed with being able to reconnect and it 
just, "seems like old times." We originally met in 
Havre de Grace, MD for lunch on the Susquehanna 
River, sort of a halfway point, but last time around, 
I took the train to DC, met up with them in town, 
had a wonderful, chatty lunch and then strolled 
around between the Capitol and the White House on 
a beautiful day. We have not missed a beat, always 
pick up the conversation as if we have been together 
forever. P.S. Donna Litwin MaclIsaac, who lived 
outside of Baltimore, was part of our little group 
until she passed away and she is sadly missed. 


Beth McCornock. Not a lot of exciting happenings 
in the isolation forced by Covid. I have been keep- 
ing in regular contact with my good MGH buddies - 
Patsy, Arlene, Ruth, Susan and Barbara - during the 
past two years. I have felt very safe on my Low- 
country island and have remained healthy. My chil- 
dren have also remained virus free but have dealt 
with various interruptions in their work lives. I am 
more than ready for some increased safe freedom!! 
Hope all my classmates have fared well with the 
challenges we all faced. 


Well, finally some class news!!! I would like to add 
"my two cents:" look up annefallinwatercol- 
ors.com to view some of the watercolor paintings 
that our very talented Anne Finley Fallin has done 
and you'll wonder why she ever came to nursing 
school! She and her husband Jack provide a home 
for rescued pugs who are in need of lots of loving 
care. They live in Walnut Creek CA. Judy Gard- 
nier Clossey is as usual volunteering and scrap 
booking, getting ready for her granddaughter's wed- 
ding, still living in Camden Maine. Diane Grits 
Gurney just attending her granddaughter's wedding 
celebration in CA, had a wonderful time. Diane 
lives in Athol MA and is presently trying to get 
more seniors interested in playing Mah Jongg by 
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teaching a class at the senior center. I play Mah 


Jonng weekly, attend a few exercise classes at our Free Clinic, 1968-1970. Member of Massachusetts 
senior center, and anxiously awaiting Spring so I Nurses Association (ethics committee 1984-1988), 
can start gardening again. MGHAA, American Heart Association, Museum of 
Now for the sad news. We lost three classmates Fine Arts, Sigma Theta Tau, MGH Nursing Ar- 
that we know of since our last newsletter: Patricia chives. She was listed as a noteworthy Clinical 
Walsh Donahue, Theresa Grant Fisher, and my Nurse Specialist by Marquis Who’s Who. Honor 
dearest friend Marie Honor Keegan. Rest in peace also served as a Major in the US Army Reserve 
dear classmates. Reminder: 2023 September 22, 23, Medical Corp from 1981 to 1991. She enjoyed play- 
& 24 Big 150th Anniversary Celebration and our ing piano, attended a full week of piano camp every 
60th Class Reunion! If you are able, let's make it a Fall in Vermont for 33 years while taking weekly 
date!! Carol piano lessons locally. And still she would not play 
piano for her dear friends!! Many of us have enjoyed 
Carol Hiller’s Tribute the beautiful photographs she shared on Facebook; 


Marie Honor Keegan photography was a special hobby of Honor’s as was 
studying the weather. Her book-reading was shared 
with her local book club. Her true love was for ani- 


mals, especially dogs. Not able to have pets in her 
condominium complex, she adopted all her 

friends’ (near or far) dogs, always bringing or send- 
ing them doggie toys. A sharp dresser and a wonder- 
ful friend to so, so many. We miss her dearly. Honor 
is survived by her brother George A Keegan Jr and 
his wife Marie of Wolfeboro NH, her nephew Mi- 
chael Keegan and his wife Jennifer of Oakham MA, 
and their children Mia and Hollis. 


Our beloved Honor passed away on April 6, 2021. 
She was born on 11/16/1942 in Woonsocket, R.I, 
daughter of George A. Keegan (MD) and Marie H. 
(Hixon) Keegan (RN). Honor grew up in Cumberland 
R.I. and attended St Mary Academy, continuing her 
education at Massachusetts General Hospital School 
of Nursing receiving her diploma in 1963. She earned 
her BSN (1967) and MSN (1974) at Boston College, 
anda Master of Science in Health Services Admin- 
istration at Harvard University in1981. Except for a 
several years 1n the 80s at Carney Hospital, most of On a personal note, my path & Honor’s crossed a 
Honor’s work life was at MGH, which she described number of times over the past 58 years, none more 
for The Record in 2014: “I have enjoyed rich and var- vivid for me than our first meeting in 1963 on 

ied experiences in ambulatory and inpatient care. Bulfinch 6 when she, as team leader, had to call me 
These roles have included direct care, research, ad- the new freshman, on the carpet after I had applied 
ministration, consulting, MGH SON instructor, hospi- my patient’s portable drainage bag upside down and 
tal staff development, with a focus on ICU, cardiac, sent him off to x-ray, from whom Honor heard a 
ethics and quality. I retired in 2012 from my position short time later. Most recently though, we had good 
as Patient Safety Staff Specialist in the Center for times working together in the MGH archives. Sur- 
Quality and Safety at MGH...loved it!” She was able prisingly, she had no memory of the B6 incident 

to include the following in her busy professional ca- which is with me to this very day. 

reer: Board of Directors, Pediatric Renal Research 
Foundation, Boston, 1983-1991; Volunteer nurse 
Cambridgeport Free Clinic, Cambridge, MA, 1971- 
1973, volunteer head nurse Boston Medical Services 
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Class Agent 
Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino 
thecirinos@netscape.net 


As 2021 approached we had new challenges to 
face. Covid-19 was still with us. Emerging vari- 
ants were a concern, booster shots became availa- 
ble and the Zoom form of communication was 
still serving as a way to attend meetings and reach 
out to friends old and new. Thankfully things are 
slowly returning to "normal." I recently saw a 
quote that said, "Long friendships are like jewels, 
polished over time to become beautiful and endur- 
ing." This rings true of the friendships that were 
formed so many years ago during our training at 
MGH. These friendships were lasting and contin- 
ue to blossom today. 


Ann Cosco Quealy moved to a new location in 
Natick, MA this past year. Ann describes it as an 
over 62 community and says it has many awe- 
some amenities. Ann continues on the board of 
the MGHNAA and is serving as president-elect at 
present. She divides her time between MA and 
ME, spending time with her children and grand- 
children in both locations. Ann recently spoke 

to Janice Corbett. Janice still has her faithful 
companion Stanley, her dog. Barbara Hold- 

en Davis often visits with Janice at her home. 


Jane Jameson Demers informed us that she 
moved to senior housing Holyoke MA this past 
year. She would love to attend the 150th but feels 
the drive to Boston is too far to make the trip. 


Connie Szymezak Favreau sends greeting from 
Dudley MA where she has lived in the same 
house since 1969. She has been retired for 13 
years. She is currently very active on the Board at 
Harrington Hospital, which is now part of the 
UMass Health system. In October she celebrated 
60 yrs since her high school graduation. She and 
Ray will be spending the month of March in Key 
Largo, FL, stopping on the way to visit with Jane 
Grelotti Nelson. 


Last summer Connie had lunch with Elaine Taft 
Connolly in Hyannis. Elaine is a year-round 
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resident on the Cape and is doing well. She 


hopes to attend the 150th along with Connie. 
Connie also keeps in touch with Fran Coan 
O'Connell who is still in L.A. and doing well. 


Jane Grelotti Nelson is doing well and 

is enjoying her time residing in FL. She re- 
marked in her email that she watched the recent 
snowstorm that blanketed MA with up to 39 in of 
snow. Having grown up in MA it brought back 
memories for her. In December she and Gary 
enjoyed a cruise to the Southern Caribbean fol- 
lowed by time in Atlanta to celebrate the holi- 
days with family. They are welcoming more 
house guests now that concerns of the virus have 
lessened some. A cruise in early November is 
booked for Barcelona and Tampa. She looks 
forward to Connie's visit in February. She has 5 
grandson who are all in high school or col- 

lege. Retirement has proven to be a happy time 
for herself and Gary. 


Judy Johson Pagliarulo was elected to speak 
for her group from section three. Ideas and com- 
ments were sent to Judy and she compiled them 
into their story. Here are their collective 
thoughts. 


A group of classmates from the class of 1964, 
Section 3, have remained friends over the years. 
Perhaps it is because of the "baptism of fire" that 
we shared as students on the wards of 
MGH. Jane Lingel Austin, Barbara Miles 
Bean, Linda Lichaz Lineback, Judy Johnson 
Pagliarulo, Nancy Huk Marden, and Carol 
Manning Milbury are all retired with interests 
running the gamut, including cooking, swim- 
ming, biking, flower arranging, gardening, paint- 
ing, baby-sitting, baking cookies, traveling and 
playing Pickle ball. We have a total of 15 chil- 
dren and 31 grandchildren, Any nurses in the 
future? Although we reside in MA, NH and VT, 
we still manage to Zoom or get together several 
times a year. We meet frequently for lunch, often 
with little gift exchanges. The highlight of our 
visits 1s when we gather at Carol's house on the 
cape. It is like time stands still as we enjoy food, 
wine and laughter. After several trips to local 
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beaches we dubbed ourselves, "The Sisterhood of 
the Traveling Suits." 
The following is a poem written about their 


friendship. 

Ode To the Sisterhood 
From her Ivy Columns to Cape Cod Bay 
We've formed a circle of lifelong friends. 
We're a sisterhood from MGH 
And our friendship will know no ends. 


We started with seven but life has a way 
Of changing the plans that we've made, 


Like a deck of cards, not knowing what's next, 
We share in the hands that are played. 


Through days that are happy and days that are sad 
We know that we’re never alone. 


For the comfort we seek or the joy that we share 
Is always as close as the phone. 


Though our thighs may be flabby and our hair 
turned to gray, 
Inside were as young as before. 


The laughter we share is the tonic we need, 
And we will stay young evermore. 


We think we're great but some may debate 
That were just a bunch of old coots. 


We're happy to say that we LIKE us this way. 
We're the Sisterhood of the Traveling Suits! 


Bravo! Well said, section 3. 


Jane Vieira Zambuto recently moved to an inde- 
pendent living facility in Marlborough after living 
in Ashland for 44 years. Lynne has sent out her 
new address to our classmates. She's not sure 
about attending the 150th but looks forward to 
news and photos of all who attend. She and Ray 
are doing well and are now great- grandparents. 


Jane Grady Piche moved to an Erickson Living 
Community in MD three years ago. The move 
eased concerns with their children since so many 
of their needs were taken care of leaving Jane and 
Gordon to enjoy themselves. She is very pleased 
with her living arrangements especially during the 
past two years with Covid -19. The staff 

and administration in their community has done a 


great job keeping them safe and mostly covid free. 


She and Gordon have two sons and four 
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granddaughters. Rachel, their oldest granddaughter, 


graduated from the Coast Guard Academy last May 
and is now on a buoy tender based in San Francisco, 
loving what she is doing. A very special day for the 
family with three generations having graduated from 
the academy, Gordon (class of '64), Rachel's dad Jim 
(class of "90) and now Rachel. Congratulations to 
all. Rachel was recently at the CG yard in Balti- 
more, close enough for Jane and Gordon to visit 
with her. Katelyn, Rachel's sister, is a junior at Indi- 
ana U. in Bloomington. Cousin Georgia 1s also a 
junior attending Christopher Newport U. in Norfolk, 
VA and her sister, the youngest granddaughter, is a 
junior in H.S in Indianapolis and a great volleyball 
player. Jane is looking forward to a reunion with 
classmates in 2023 at the schools 150th celebration. 


Martha Wells Kannair recently was in touch with 
me by phone which was nice being able to talk for a 
while. She is still in Bellevue, PA a suburb pf Pitts- 
burgh. She no longer has a working computer but 
her other contact information remains the same. 


Ann Holzinger Pinkham welcomed a new grand- 
son, Aden, since we last heard from her. Aden is 
now 13 months and a busy little boy. His sister 
Amelia is 3 1/2. Ann’s life has been quiet due to 
restrictions from the pandemic; they have not been 
comfortable in doing much traveling. Looking to a 
better future we hope. 


Linda Prisby Haddad and her husband Abe are 
about to become grandparents for the fourth 

time. Their son Will has 2 children, and their 
daughter has one and is expecting her sec- 

ond. Congratulations Linda and Abe. They have 
been in a condo in Worcester, MA for a few years, 
enjoying the facility including their garden out 
back. She is looking forward to getting back to do- 
ing some traveling, visiting museums and theaters 
and all that the Worcester area has to offer. Linda 
volunteers on the VNA Care Community Cabinet, 
mostly in the hospice area. She had her start as a 
VNA nurse including many years on the board. She 
is also involved in the areas of Planned Parenthood, 
Step Up for Girls and Abby House. She continues to 
take classes thru WISE, Worcester Institute for Sen- 
ior Education. Abe is also active, with involvement 
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on community boards. She is hoping to make it 
to our 150" celebration. 


Joanne Walters Gustafson and husband Dick 
(Gus) have resumed traveling, visiting friends 
and family in the area and around the country. 
This past year they had a couple of visits to FL 
including a month in Venice, 

where Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino and hus- 
band Bob visited for a week. Summer brought a 
trip to ME, September they spent some time out 
west in Montana to visit with an old friend and 
spend a day at Yellowstone. After Montana, 
they went on to visit Dick's sister in Coos Bay 
Oregon. Thanksgiving is celebrated at a rental 
house in VT with about 20 family members. A 
family wedding in December found them cele- 
brating with the bride and groom in NC. Jo 
and Gus have two sons and two granddaugh- 
ters, Elsa and Caelan. Both girls have been very 
involved in the local theater in Manchester, 
securing leading roles in most of the perfor- 
mances. Elsa, 18, graduated from Manchester 
HS last May with high honors receiving several 
awards. She is now a first-year student at Long 
Island University. She is in the Musical Theatre 
program and enjoying her time close to NYC. 
Caelan, 16, is a junior at the Derryfield School 
in Manchester. She continues to be involved in 
productions at the Palace Theatre and worked 
there as a summer theatre camp counselor. 
Honors Classes at school, volleyball and work 
consume much of her time with time left for 
Joanne to have lunch or an outing with her. 
Joanne has been an active member of the board 
at the Village Green, the community where they 
reside. Manchester Garden Club and Child 
Health Services keep her busy with meetings 
and community projects. She recently had 

hip replacement and is doing very well. Their 
yearly trip(s) to FL will be coming up in April. 


Lynne Bigelow Norton continues to be our 
point person for keeping us all informed of 
moves and address changes. Thank you, 
Lynne. She and hubby continue their seasonal 
treks between Savannah, GA and ME. 
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Mary Anne Yahoodik Cirino has had a busy year 


despite the restrictions of Covid -19. She was in- 
volved with Garden Club projects including island 
maintenance and seasonal floral crafts with residents 
of senior housings and the COA. On the board of 
Hanover Woman's Club, Juniors she serves as Vice 
President. She's also responsible for club publicity 
and coordinating the club's annual Candidates 

Night which has been held via Zoom for the past two 
years. Hoping for in-person in 2022. She is on the 
board of the Hanover Food Pantry serving as a shop- 
per and working at the pantry for incoming dona- 
tions and distribution of food to clients. We had a 
busy fall with the move of the pantry to a larger loca- 
tion from a church basement to 2 large bright rooms 
at a long-closed school. Mary Anne and Bob were 
able to do some traveling in 2021 visiting 

with Joanne Walters Gustafson and Gus in FL, and 
a spending a few weekends at our homes in NH or 
MA. We spent some time in Bethany Beach, DE 
with family, on Martha's Vineyard with friends, and 
a trip to Williamsburg in the fall with our daughter 
and family. We have three daughters, all doing well 
in their jobs. Three granddaughters and three grand- 
sons fill out the rest of our family. Two of the grand- 
sons, Jared and Paolo, graduated from HS in 2021. 
Jared is attending college at the University of Denver 
and Paolo is at Embry Riddle Aeronautical Universi- 
ty in FL learning how to fly in addition to his aca- 
demics. Zoe is almost 20 and a sophomore at Dart- 
mouth, presently pre-med. Bryn is 22 and will grad- 
uate from Fordham U in May and is currently inter- 
viewing for a job. Erica, 25, spent 3 years in NYC in 
theatre production after graduating from BC. She has 
decided to attend law school in the fall. Zac, the 
youngest, is 12 and attends school in VA. He broke 
his tibia and fibula just before Thanksgiving. Bob 
and I were spending a week over the holiday in VA 
so were able to cater to his needs while our daughter 
and her husband worked. Thank you all for your 
news. It's a great way to keep in touch. A special 
thanks again to Lynne and Ann for keeping us up to 
date with changes to our class list. Keep sending me 


your news to me at thecirinos@netscape.net and 


Lynne any changes in address etc 


to lynnebnorton@gmail.com. 


And keep our upcoming 150th celebration 
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weekend open to attend all the festivities hap- 
pening September 22, 23, and 24, 2023. Hope 
many can attend for all or part of the weekend. 
More information will follow as the time gets 
closer. In class spirit, Mary Anne Yahoodik 
Cirino. 


Carol Androski Feferman, 77, died on June 9, 
2021. Born in Methuen, MA, she graduated 
from MGH in 1964 and married shortly thereaf- 
ter. They resettled in Texas during her hus- 
band’s service in Viet Nam and remained there 
55 years. She retained her Boston accent and 
love for the Pats and the Sox. 

Her family recalls quick mind and nimble wit, 
always ready with a joke or two. From her obitu- 
ary: “Carol loved hard, laughed harder and 
showed us all how to enjoy life.” 
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Class Agent 
Patricia Burke Greene lgreene716@cox.net 


The Class of 65 continues in spite of missed re- 
unions thanks to that mean COVID adventure 
that still continues! ! 


Sheila Edmonds 1s still in the Reno, NV area, 
shoveling snow. Saddened by the loss of her 
mother this past July, frustrated that during that 
time she couldn’t enter the assisted living facili- 
ty to be with her due to COVID restrictions. 
Our houghts and prayers go out to you, Sheila. 


Cathy Bair Forde is in southern Maine. She 
has officially retired from nursing and a part 
time job at Talbots. She just bought a home with 
Martha on a golf course and is enjoying new 
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neighbors and golf leagues! She was expecting all 
the families to come for Christmas Eve as every- 
one has been vaccinated. She and Martha do a 
“Yankee Swap” that everyone loves, especially 
the grand kids. Martha has two grandsons and 
Cathy has two grandsons and two granddaugh- 
ters. Cathy’s daughter Colleen lives about 10 
miles away so she frequently gets to see her and 
granddaughter, Alaina, who is 16 and a junior in 
high school. Cathy’s son Michael is taking 
Cathy, Martha and Colleen to Rome and Florence 
in March providing they can travel overseas; 
hopefully virus issues will not prohibit traveling. 
Cathy sends best wishes and hopes to see every- 
one at a reunion some time in the future 


Janet Petrosso Zildjian writes: The past year 
has been a challenge for all of us. We were 
blessed to spend 8 months in Florida with our 
daughter, 

Dianna, and her family. My husband Zaven was 
still working remotely for the State while there. 
We returned home to Watertown, MA, in July. 
Zaven retired on 10/15/21 and then on 11/10/21 
he suffered a heart attack. EMT’s got him to the 
General quickly, straight to the cath lab; one stent 
later, he is doing well. No heart damage! We are 
both so grateful and thankful to all involved, es- 
pecially our beloved MGH! Wishing all of you a 
very Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year. 
Love and Blessings, Janet. 


Ann McCue Derrick writes: I’ve been enjoying 
retirement from the U of Louisville since January, 
2020. That year I made a lot of masks! This year I 
volunteered with the health department helping 
with vaccinations. I miss travel but Dave and I 
have a lively group of vaccinated neighbors who 
play, party and look out for each other. Our 
health is relatively good. Our son Bradford and 
his wife live here in Louisville with our three 
grandsons ages 12, 10 and 6. They ae all runners. 
Our son left engineering and enjoys teaching high 
school physics and robotics. Our daughter, Kate, 
lives in Nashville, works at Vanderbilt U and fos- 
ters rescue dogs. Nashville is a nice city and I do 
like country music! 
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Sandy MacFarlane: Sandy wrote that she didn’t 
have anything newsworthy to send our way but 
wishes all a good 2022 and hopes to see everyone 
at the 150th Anniversary in 2023...God willing. 


Pat (Patty) Burke Greene: This year has flown 
by! In spite of COVID we did manage a trip to 
Puerto Vallarta, Cancun, Mexico and the 
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. Dave and I have a 
“Covid Bubble” group of friends that are all up 
on their “shots” so we continue to enjoy golf, 
cards, book club, mah jongg. My daughter, 
Kelly, and family live in Kingston, NY. My 
grandson Brady graduated from Syracuse two 
years ago and my granddaughter Grace will grad- 
uate SUNY-Genesee campus in 2023. My daugh- 
ter Kristen and family now live in Brunswick, 
GA. My granddaughter Kayla lives in Miami and 
gifted me with my first great-grandson, Jackson, 
this June. My granddaughter Megan graduated 
ASU here in Phoenix, lives near Denver and re- 
ceived an engagement ring over the holidays! 

My granddaughter Jenna has just moved to Geor- 
gia and getting settled in. As you all may know, 
we lost my friend and sister-in-law, Moe Greene 
Bleyer this past August. She suffered with severe 
dementia issues and her passing was a blessing 
after several years of struggling with failed health 
and memory. Many thanks to those of you that 
took a few minutes to let us know how you are. 
Let’s hope 2022 will be a better year for 
all....wishing you all good health, best wishes, 
Pat (Patty) Burke Greene 


Flora Gertrude McDougall McLaughlin, of 
Needham, died July 17, 2021, at the age of 76. 
Flora was born in Boston on November 3, 1944. 
Trudy grew up in Dorchester and Hingham. She 
devoted her life to her family and friends, and to 
serving others, particularly through her life-long 
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career in nursing. She was a proud graduate of 
the Mass General School of Nursing (1965). She 
found joy in most things, humor in much, and 


always expressed a sense of gratitude and won- 

der for the life she enjoyed. She was a caregiver 
to patients, her family and extended family, see- 
ing the world clearly but kindly. 
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Class Agent 
Mary Egan Aleksiewicz 
cmalek@charter.net 


Angela Branon. Hi Mary, I hope you are stay- 
ing warm. Here is what I have to report. In an 
effort to be proactive as I age, I decided to sell 
my home of 29 years and get rid of the volumi- 
nous amount of “stuff” I had accumulated during 
that time. I didn’t want my heirs to have to deal 
with all of that. I found a place in York, ME, that 
offers independent living, assisted living and 
nursing and memory care. It’s right outside the 
village of York and an easy walk to York Harbor. 
I’m on a wait list there. In the interim, I got an 
apartment in a converted factory building in 
Amesbury, MA. I love the high ceilings and the 
sense of space the place affords. There is a walk- 
ing trail along the Powow River right out my 
front door. I’m a 15-minute drive from Salisbury 
beach. I’m also much closer to my studio in 
Ogunquit and all of the friends I have made in 
Maine and New Hampshire who are fellow paint- 
ers. I continue to participate in an art critique 
group, mostly on Zoom. There was a short time 
before Omicron where we met in person to look 
at and discuss our work. Managing to evade 
Covid so far is an eerie feeling, when the stats 
say that 1 of every 4 people in Massachusetts 
have contracted the disease. In addition, I am 
working on some visual projects for the 150th 
Anniversary of our school in 2023. You can see 
some of my recent work here: angelabranonfine- 
art.com 


Ginny Bolstridge Emerson. Hi Mary and fellow 
classmates. My husband Jim and I - we married 2 
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weeks after MGH graduation - live ina little 


town in Maryland called Clear Spring. I have 
been retired since 2007 but spent nearly my 
whole career as a Community Health nurse 
which was very satisfying to me. We have 2 
great children who are both happily married and 
4 grandchildren who range in age from 14 to 20. 
We are all doing well and are blessed with good 
health. After Jim’s first career in the welding 
supply business, he became a professional bird 
dog trainer. We went to many field trials where 
we completed on horseback. Now we go to trials 
as spectators and ride around on a wagon to 
watch the dogs run. Jim has several nice female 
English Pointer dogs and one English setter and 
is doing his favorite thing of breeding and sell- 
ing puppies. We have a 2nd home in NC where 
we spend the winter and are able to go to many 
trails. My mom is 100 and is getting excellent 
care in a large nursing home in East Hartford 
CT we talk on the phone almost every night. I 
am grateful for many blessings, including being 
in nursing school with all of you wonderful 
classmates! 


Carlene Messina Krey. I have written a little 
about what my life is like these days. I wish our 
class well and think of them often. I catch up on 
some of the news from Trish Durkee Kiladis. 
We are living in Edgewood apartments in North 
Reading, MA, and really enjoying our first floor 
space. My husband, John, has been very ill for 
the past few years and is now confined to home. 
He has his ups and downs and with the Covid 
threat, even having visitors is a challenge. He is 
a sweetheart and never complains. Our children 
take turns coming every few weeks and it is so 
much fun when they are here. My oldest son 
Tim, and his wife, Laurel have three children, 
Colin, 13, Lucy,11, and Deacon 8. Tim is still in 
the Air Force as a Lt. Col. and will retire in 
about 2 years. Laurel does interior design and 
they both flip houses in the Phoenix area. Tim 
also flies for Southwest Airlines and when you 
fly Southwest listen for your Captain's name. It 
might be familiar. My middle son, Christoph, is 
still single and he was just promoted to Execu- 
tive Director for Global Client Services for 
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J P Morgan. He lives in Brooklyn, NY, and music 
is a big hobby. My daughter Steph, and her hus- 
band, John, have two little girls. Rose is 4 and Wil- 
low is 2. They live in Redding CT. Steph is a sen- 
ior buyer for Design Within Reach/a Herman Mil- 
ler Company; John is a producer for BritBox, a 
streaming station for the BBC. He works out of his 
office at home though and doesn't need to be in the 
U.K. Everyone is busy and happy. I retired com- 
pletely from MGH just before Covid hit and just in 
time to devote my time to John. Love you all and 
miss everybody. 


Chickie Seaton Brown. Hi Everyone, Bob and I 
have been on Hilton Head Island for 11 years now. 
I spend my time gardening, reading and hanging 
out on the beach. Bob works 3 days a week a the 
local hardware store. We lost our beloved daughter 
Katie in 2020 after an 8 year battle with ovarian 
cancer. The proceeds of her nonprofit, Teal Its 
Gone, have been used to fund a graduate scholar- 
ship for cancer research. Our other daughter, Ker- 
ry, 1s a vice president of MITRE corporation, an 
intelligence consulting agency in charge of the Air 
Force and Space Force. Our two grandsons have 
embarked on successful careers, one of our grand- 
daughters is a graduate student at BU, the other a 
senior at University of South Carolina. The entire 
family had a once in a lifetime vacation last sum- 
mer touring National Parks in Wyoming and South 
Dakota. Lucky, lucky us. I am really, sorry we 
missed our 55th reunion last year, but I hope to see 
you all next year. 


Ann Collins. [ have spoken to Jeanie MacMillan 
and she and her significant other are on a cruise 
down the Baja Peninsula to Cabo San Lucas. She 
is healthy and happy. I have emailed with Lee 
Brereton and she reports that she and Hardy are 
doing well and her building near Columbus Circle 
New York has so many amenities and services that 
it’s almost like being in assisted living. Iam busy 
with the Video Committee trying to tell the entire 
109 year history of the MGHSON in the allotted 
time limit of 15 minutes. All is well here. 


Ceil (Norton) Feins. Hi Mary and Greetings to all 
Classmates! Life has certainly slowed down and 
gotten quiet since Covid. Rick and I have not done 
any travel, and of course, not seen much our kids 
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who are in Boston and DC. Rick is retired from his 


clinical work at UNC and is pursuing other interests 
in simulation training for surgical education. I’m 
retired and enjoying the freedom. I just had a hip 
replacement two weeks ago and am looking forward 
to getting more physically active again! We are still 
living in Chapel Hill, NC. Our latest news 1s that we 
are looking to get a place in southern New Hamp- 
shire for part of the year (not winter) to be closer to 
our kids and grandkids in Boston! We’re planning 
an exploratory trip up there in May which we’re 
very excited about! I hope everyone has been able 
to weather the Covid storm. Wish everyone well!! 


Mary Donnelly Hunter. It’s been an interesting 
few years. We sold our Condo in SC as we wanted 
to do more traveling. Like everyone else, because of 
Covid, we ended up canceling all our trips and 
spending more time at home. We finally decided to 
downsize our home and bought a townhome in 
Franklin, TN, and, because we missed the beach, a 
condo on the beach in SC. We really enjoy going 
back and forth between the two places. Tim has had 
a rough few years. He was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer and had radiation and hormone treatments. 
He is doing well now except food tastes bad. At 
first, the doctors thought it was the hormone treat- 
ment but now they think it might be long Covid. If 
so, he never knew he had it. Given my lung prob- 
lems and problems with oxygen levels, I have been 
super careful and so far have stayed healthy. Our 
daughter, Meghan, is doing well. Still single. I have 
Granddogs! We are really looking forward to the 
150th and plan to be there. It will be great to see 
everyone. And if this is our last reunion, I echo 
Mary’s comments and hope many of us are able to 
attend. 


Linda Hayward Roehl. My husband (Julius 
Roehl) and I retired to Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
from Houston, Texas in 2003. Before that I did a 
variety of nursing. This included: Charge Nurse of a 
public health clinic in Rutland, VT; recovery room 
nurse in Plattsburgh, NY; geriatric nursing in Ot- 
tawa, Canada; school nurse and triage nurse for 
Cigna in the Phoenix. AZ area; Occupational Health 
Nurse in a denim plant in Columbus, GA. I left 
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nursing to provide home care for my mother-in-law 
with Alzheimer’s Disease. We have two sons. Jo- 
nah (age 48) living in Chandler, AZ with grand- 
daughters Marina (20), a sophomore at Northern 
Arizona U and Angelina(17) a high school junior. 
Our second son, Joel (age 45) was relocated to 
Florida last year. Our grandsons, West(10) and 
Max(9), are a 15 minute bike-scooter ride from our 
home in the Wellington, FL, community where we 
all live. They come to our home for an after school 
snack, to do their homework and fish in the lake 
behind our backyard. Now we enjoy watching their 
little league games. We have avoided Covid by 
fastidiously following published guidelines. We 
have not travelled internationally for 2 years. Be- 
fore that we usually took a trip or two every year. 
Nevertheless, we lead a group of people who make 
sandwiches for the homeless, and cultivate our 
church pre-school garden with periodic planting 
parties with the children. In March we will cele- 
brate our 52nd wedding anniversary. Our lives 
have been full and we feel very grateful! 


Suzanne Dwyer Martin. Peter and I are good, 
still living in Paris most of the year, walking a lot, 
shopping for wonderful farm fresh produce at near- 
by outdoor markets, cooking and eating those 
wonderful purchases. Everything we need is nearby 
so a car is totally not needed. Many of the friends 
we have made here have moved out of the city to 
escape Covid so that was sad for us. Our health 
seems pretty good and the healthcare system here is 
fine (but not MGH). We miss traveling so much 
but know how lucky we are. Our daughter Jenny is 
teaching elementary school in Virginia, near D.C.. 
She is close to finishing her courses at Clemson 
University focusing on on-line teaching. We plan a 
trip together to Italy in June with Jen and her hus- 
band Landon. Sara works from home in pharmacy 
and visited us here for Christmas. We all are in fre- 
quent touch thanks to FaceTime. Our one hobby, 
besides walking, cooking and traveling, is attend- 
ing classical concerts...besides hearing works on 
YouTube every day. We are hoping to reap the 
benefits of some tickets (in London, Vienna and 
Paris) that were cancelled due to Covid but now we 
have free vouchers for the spring....If any one from 
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our class plans a visit to Paris, let me know. I would 
love to show you “our Paris” or just have a coffee. My 
email is swmart75011@gmail.com. Take care, every- 
body. 


Diane Smith. Best wishes to everyone—amazing to 
think that next year’s celebration will mark the 150" 
year of the founding of the School. In addition, it will 
be the 60" anniversary of our arrival at Charles Street 
- clearly that does not seem possible! I retired from 
MGH seven years ago and promptly filled my days 
with a variety of volunteer activities. I ushered at sev- 
eral local theaters, worked in the lobby shop of the 
Boston Ballet and several events at GBH. It was great 
fun and a lovely chapter of my life. Then of course the 
Pandemic occurred. I now have become a zoom and 
webinar aficionado. Thankfully we have those op- 
tions. In July, 2021, I was asked to participate in a 
segment on the local news channel to discuss the nurs- 
ing sundial (see Diane’s piece earlier in this issue). Of 
course it took me seconds to enthusiastically answer 
yes. It is a grand tribute to MGH and the nursing pro- 
fession. It is available on YouTube-Chronicle channel 
5 WCVB Boston - 7/1/21. Enjoy. Recently Nancy 
Schon told me there is another Boston Hospital that 
would like to have a nursing sculpture. There can nev- 
er be too many venues to recognize the contributions 
of nurses. Nurses have historically been reticent to 
portray our profession. I am hopeful this will continue 
to change. Nursing has certainly been so valuable in 
the pandemic and fortunately have received significant 
and positive press coverage. May we continue to cele- 
brate the contributions we make to society. Best to all 
- many fond memories of our years of together. We 
were so fortunate to have had the MGH experience. 


Jackie Peterson Johnson. George has had two cardi- 
ac stents placed in the last week. Fortunately, this 
was done quickly after recent chest pain and no dam- 
age. Needless to say, we have been busy. We have 
traveled quite a bit over the last few years. Our 
daughters started off with a trip to London when they 
graduated from college. We had a wonderful time and 
included a train ride up to Edinburgh for a few 

days. We have two granddaughters who are already 
thinking of where they want to go to college. Time 
goes by so fast! Life is good although a little slower 
during the last two covid years. 
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Joanne Sweeney Burke. After a long career in nurs- 
ing, I retired in 2008 to be able to spend the cold 
winters in Fl with my husband Richard. We enjoyed 
over 10 yrs. as snowbirds before he lost his battle 
with kidney Ca in 2018. I continue spending approxi- 
mately 6 month each in NH and FI. I usually spend 
May - early Nov in a lovely over 55 community - 
Ledgewood of Milford, which is about 15 minutes 
away from my daughter Becky, her husband Aaron 
and 3 of my grandchildren- Maddy 15, Liam 12, and 
Peyton 10 who thankfully still enjoy spending lots of 
time with their Nana! The spring and summers fly by 
and include visits with my oldest daughter Jen and 
her husband Mark in Franklin, MA, as well as a week 
at the Cape in Harwichport. My son Matt, his wife 
Angie, and my youngest grandson Finn 2, usually 
come to visit several times in NH. They are currently 
moving to Arizona, so I'll be traveling a little farther 
and discover a new state soon. In the meantime, I 
love FaceTime! Then it’s off to Florida Nov-April 
where I get to spend lots of time outside doing many 
of the fun things Florida offers - pool, beach, bike 
riding, and tons of activities every day in a wonderful 
gated community with lots of people to socialize 
and have fun with. I’m thankful for wonderful family 
and friends. 


Bonnie - Bonsai - Cox. Thanks for taking on this 
project. I am anticipating turning 80 years old in 
April. I have been practicing saying it out loud....My 
twin, Bobbie, is also hitting 80. My relationship with 
Mary Kate is 35 years strong. Living by a small lake 
brings total joy, not only presenting photo possibili- 
ties, but we see deer, possum, fox, raccoon, bob cat 
and hopefully few bears. Finished writing: “Bees 
Against Fracking” last year, and am now working on 
my fifth book, “Dinosaurs and Climate Change.” 
Miss you all. Bee healthy. Bonsai 


Bonsai sent along the following P.S.A. (ed): 
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Karen McGaughey Kallie. Hello all. In March of 


2020 I gave up my physical office and went full 
Telehealth. I love it—no more driving in snow and 
ice! My practice has been super busy and I am 
grateful to be able to do the work. In Jan. ’21 I appar- 
ently decided things weren’t exciting enough, slipped 
on black ice in my driveway and broke my shoulder 
and elbow. Being in the emergency room, having sur- 
gery (elbow) with the hospital full of Covid was not 
my favorite experience! My kids were wonderful and 
were a wonderful source of care and support as I 
could not go to Rehab because of Covid. Navigating 
the limitations of these past two years has been chal- 
lenging as J am sure you well know, but have man- 
aged to get together with my kids for important dates 
and holidays. Also, in the fifteen minutes after vac- 
cination when we thought we were reaching a new 
level of safety my best friend made the trip from FL 
and we had a great ten days including a stay in York, 
Maine. I tend toward caution re: the progress of the 
pandemic so I stay in touch with friends on phone and 
zoom, do Yoga/Qigong 3 x a week in a live Zoom 
class, enjoy a book club and keep up with various 
trainings on Zoom as well. I live in a beautiful com- 
munity that lets me get out and walk in nature so all in 
all I consider myself quite fortunate compared to what 
many have suffered. I do hope this finds you all well 
and enjoying life! Love and hugs, Karen 


Helena McDonough. Nothing new. Still enjoying the 
tranquility of life in Falmouth. Thank you for your 
kind persistence as class agent - I love to hear about 
us all. Helena 


Donna Brien. So good to “hear” from you. I enjoy 
reading “The Record” & regret not staying in touch, 
so here is a “brief” summary... 

After working in critical care my first 12 years after 
graduating, I chipped away at an undergrad degree in 
Gerontology & CPE (clinical pastoral education - my 
first year at the Chaplaincy dept. at MGH!) worked 
in several different positions, my last 10 years, before 
retiring in 2011 as Director of Ministry Services at 
St. Joseph Manor Health Care in Brockton. Steve & I 
enjoyed spending time with our 3 children, 6 
grandchildren & traveling. He had several serious 
health issues & died on October 30, 2017. After 
having been in formation for 4 years in the Secular 
Franciscan Order, I was Professed on October 

16, 2018. Sold our home in 2020 & now live near our 
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daughter in Mansfield, MA. Wishing everyone 


peace & good health! 


Mary Ann Smith. Hi Mary, I am still living in the 
NW. I am now living with my youngest son, Joseph, 
his wife Noy, and his two children, Mary Ann and 
Jennifer Jones. They have settled here and love this 
part of the country. They hope to visit Laos again for 
next Christmas. Joe was successful in obtaining a job 
here in Seattle, and it was difficult since he had not 
worked here since he got his master’s degree many 
years ago. My daughter Beth is living nearby with 
her family and their three children. Her oldest made 
me a great grandmother! Beth is an accountant and 
runs a business for nonprofits. It is great to have her 
take care of my financial records. My oldest, Bill, 
you might remember him at our graduation, lives 
nearby also and is working for Premera health system 
as a computer analyst. I have a 2-year-old puppy that 
keeps me busy walking him downtown and letting 
him run on the beaches along Puget Sound. I ended 
up with severe osteoporosis and fractured 4 vertebrae. 
My back will continue to limit my mobility —I can 
walk for about 15 minutes before I have to sit down. 
But life is good, and I get lots of help. Noy 1s a fan- 
tastic cook and working one her education along with 
running her family and studying nursing. I am 
blessed. We all get together every Saturday night for 
Pizza, puzzles, and watching the youngest play! Best 
to all our classmates. I hope I am able to make the 
next reunion. Mary Ann Smith 


Jean McLaughlin Hudson. Hello everyone! I am 
happy to report that our family has remained 

healthy this past year. I hope you are all well, too. We 
visit with our small ‘bubble’ of friends, watch many, 
many movies, take long walks with our dog, Sun- 
shine (5), and meet in virtual book club with 

friends. Terry and I long for more in-person activity 
especially with our three daughters. Jeanne-Marie 

is still in NJ working in publishing from home (and 
loving it) instead of commuting to NYC. Her son, 
Connor (17) is a junior in high school. Samantha (13) 
is in seventh grade. Both have weathered many 
weeks of virtual school. Laura and Tom live in Cor- 
nelius, NC (near Charlotte). They are expecting their 
first child in April. We are all very excited. Susan 
lives in Durham, NC and continues her job as 
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paramedic in emergency services as well as teacher of 


continuing education for city employees. I wish you 
and your families good health and perseverance 
through this pandemic! Warm regards, Jeannie 


Elaine Oliver Cacciapuoti. Many thanks for all the 
work you and the board members have done keeping 
our class informed and excited about meeting together 
maybe one last time. I retired 11 years ago from my 
final nursing adventure as an office nurse in a busy 
gyn practice in Winchester, MA. I have great memo- 
ries of a varied career working for a VNA Night Su- 
pervisor, college health nurse at Brandeis University, 
per diem float in the medical dept. at MGH and all 
thanks to the great nursing foundation I received at the 
MECCA! Dom and I have been married for 54 years 
and have a daughter and a son and a wonderful grand- 
daughter who is 12 years old. We now live in an 
apartment in Reading, MA and are still adjusting to 
apt. living and our increasing limitations as we age. 
Hoping to be able to join together one more time in 
2023!! Peace and Love, Elaine 


Susan Fisher. I have now passed my 80th birthday 
and can confirm that it’s better than the alternative! 
I’ve been lucky over the past 2 years that whatever I 
need is pretty easily accessible so adaptation to Covid 
has been less difficult that it might have been. I have 
discovered the virtual world, so I spend a good deal of 
very enjoyable time on the computer: “walking” 
around my old neighborhood in Brooklyn, or taking a 
class at the Barnes in Philadelphia, or hearing a live 
concert at the 92nd St Y in NYC, or “attending” a 
book discussion at the Boston Athenaeum. I also tune 
in to the nursing lectures/events offered through the 
MGH’s Knight Center. For relaxation, the CCRC 
where I live has recently opened a second pub, con- 
veniently located downstairs in my building; so some- 
times my biggest decision is whether it will be a left 
to the gym or a right to the pub! I continue to edit our 
publications (my 13th year) and am active on several 
history projects, mostly centered around the SON. 
Volunteer participation in the archives has been sus- 
pended for two years now and I miss that. 


Mary Egan To my classmates. Many thanks to those 
of you who sent submissions for the Record. Charlie 
and I continue to live in Worcester and will be mar- 
ried 53 years in October. He’s still working part 
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time directing the Worcester Partnership, a program 


for low-income families. My oldest daughter is a fi- 
nancial manager and her husband a teacher and musi- 
cian. They have two children, Tim who is 17 and pre- 
paring for college next year (currently Ithaca in NY 
is his top choice) and Sarah who is 13 and is the con- 
summate dancer. They live one mile from us so we 
see them often, esp. when Tim wants to borrow my 
car!! Our second daughter Kathleen is a pharmacist 
and recently changed jobs from retail to compound- 
ing, something she’s looking forward to. I haven’t 
worked since Covid but may start some leadership 
classes later this year, but I will no longer be travel- 
ing to different hospitals to consult. I do miss the 
traveling. I’m serving on two local Boards but my 
biggest joy is caring for my 2 yr. old great nephew a 
couple of days a week. He is such a joy and certainly 
keeps me young. On a nostalgic note, my niece/ 
godchild is the Chief Resident for IR at MGH. I’m 
looking forward to seeing many of you next year at 
the 150th anniversary of the MGHSON. I’m hoping 
many of you plan on attending. 
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Class Agent 
Sarah Walsh 
swalshcpnp@gmail.com 


Nancy Bey Swartwout. Since I’ve not seen anyone 
in many years, it’s a treat to read about classmates’ 
lives. I exchange holiday cards with Mary Brehm 
Durda and occasionally run into Joyce Wheeler 
Tisdell. My life is unchanged, did add another grand- 
child which makes four, 8 yrs to 8 months. I am re- 
tired 9 years from the best job. I babysit, dance ball- 
room (intermittently during COVID), play golf and 
ping pong and enjoy nature. But I wanted to share 
my experience at The General. I have PAF, among 
my ailments, and went to a really nice Electrophysi- 
ologist for RF ablation. He treated me in 2012 and 
then again in 2013. I was free of Afib until 2020 and 
am going back in April, hopefully for a touch up. It’s 
so strange to walk the halls. Little bits of memories 
come bouncing back. I can still remember Ruth 
Sleeper admonishing me for chewing gum outside 
the cafeteria. The Bulfinch (I worked B3 ICU for a 
year) is now a National Historic Landmark. Gosh, we 
had such an excellent education. 
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Mary Burke Arkins. | have been living in the Shen- 


andoah Valley, near Harrisonburg, VA, since 1971. I 
spent the 3 years after graduation in Madison, WI, 
while Bob finished his PhD in Chemistry. I worked 
as a floor nurse on a medical unit during those years 
and recall being astounded that no one knew what 
MGH was (how dare they!), and that procedures were 
way behind times. We lived in NYC from 1970-71 
and have been here since. Had 2 kids, now 51 and 48, 
worked medical floors locally and then was floated 
onto a psychiatric floor in 1980 and found my call- 
ing. After getting my BSN and then MSN, I worked 
in our local community mental health center, then got 
my FNP. My hope at the time was to be able to pro- 
vide better medical services to people with psychiat- 
ric needs. I was able to do that in family practice and 
then flipped and worked directly in psychiatry for a 
number of years until retiring in 2009. I have stayed 
pretty well. My husband has had heart failure since 
2003, likely due to chemo treatments he received in 
1981. He manages fairly well with "better living with 
chemicals" as well as a pacemaker/defibrillator. Our 
kids are now married and live in NYC and northern 
VA. No grandkids but a granddog! I enjoy outdoor 
road biking, pilates, and reading. I hope we are going 
to get together this year or next. Five years is a long 
time at this stage! 


Janne Debes. OK, I'll jump on board. No changes at 
all this year. My husband of 50+ years and I live in 
the very house he grew up in, in Auburn, AL, a blue 
spot (thankfully) in a very red state. We were able to 
move into it when we retired in 2011. He’s a pub- 
lished poet [(one of my favorites! :) .... ], retired uni- 
versity prof, volunteer teacher of poetry for retired 
people, and community activist in many areas. I love 
being a volunteer who drives old and/or disabled peo- 
ple to appointments, and love testing streams and 
lakesides for chemistries and for E.coli, and love cut- 
ting and poisoning invasive plants in the nearby state 
forest, and love long walks totally alone in woods. | 
do socialize some. Our daughters, happily married 
and each with 3 kids, live 4 and 11 hours away; 11 
hours is just too far away! One is a chef who writes 
poetry, like Ken, and the other teaches high school 
biology and writes prose, like me. I read a lot, mostly 
non-fiction anymore, and I enjoy computer work. 

We’ ve had a cat for 10 years. I MUST have an 
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animal in my house. Oh, and Covid-clean! I’m going 
to wear a mask FOREVER, because | just don’t even 


my husband’s last name. He’s Ken Autrey.) 


Christine Driggs Wells. It has been suggested that 
some who do not correspond by email may not know 
that Chris died of Pancreatic Ca in May of 2021. She 
participated in MGH’s clinical trials for 2 yrs before 
her death and therefore contributed to the most recent 
research on curing pancreatic Ca. She leaves behind 
her husband, Bob, two daughters, their spouses, and 3 
grandchildren. 


Kathy Flanagan Ford. Only news from me 1s that my 
husband Bill passed away unexpectedly in April 2019. 
After that I came out of retirement and took a position 
as COO for Kura Oncology with headquarters in San 
Diego and Boston. And lastly, I made the decision to 
become a Florida resident (yes!!) and commuting as 
needed to my offices. 


Susan Foley Thomas died in January 2022 in Colora- 
do after several years of poor health. She was married 
and had three step-children. She was predeceased by 
her husband several years ago. There are no details on 
her nursing career. 


Linda Fox Wurm. Heiner and I celebrated 50 years 
together - alone! Covid caused a very small celebra- 
tion. Our retirement to Maine has been mostly wonder- 
ful, but we do miss the excellent medical care of the 
Boston area. Rural medicine leaves a great deal to be 
desired - and requires a full tank of gas! We have both 
embraced our local community with volunteer work in 
local library, land trust, planning board ( wear protec- 
tive garb!) and lake association. Our daughters and 
their families continue to bring us so much joy! We 
recently escaped to the rocky Maine coast to celebrate 
Heiner's 80th birthday. It was rather fun to be just the 
five of us with our loon tattoos!! No partners, no 
grands!! I must admit to being secretly happy that we 
were both retired medical people during the pandemic. 
Who suspected humanity would be so stubbornly stu- 


pid! Sorry. 


Carol Hall Wallace. | think most of my story has 
been shared before. Rich and I married the week after 
graduation. We have two beautiful daughters and five 
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grandchildren. One daughter lives nearby, south of 


Boston, and the other lives in So. Korea where she 
teaches on the local Air Force base. I worked in PACU 
and ICU my entire career, mostly off shifts. I decided 
it was time to stop working in 2007. We are active in 
our church and I serve on the Board of a small non- 
profit rest home. We’ve lived just south of Boston 
except for a couple of years when first married. We 
love to travel so these past two Covid years have been 
difficult, BUT, as I write this we are cruising the Car- 
ibbean, staying healthy and loving this trip! Whenever 
we head into Boston, wonderful memories flood back. 
We often walk down Charles Street and check out our 
old dorm. Not long ago, we also revisited the Ether 
Dome - it looks the same! We count our blessings, 
especially as I read with sadness about the losses 
shared in these notes. Stay well! 


Estelle Harms Passer. So good to catch up - life 
moves on in happy and sad ways. Our ties from MGH 
are precious. Dick and I are very blessed to have 3 
great kids and 6 beautiful grandchildren. We really 
look forward to traveling again. I am working 
part-time as an Occupational Health NP. Looking for- 
ward to celebrating our 55th!! 


Susie Hirst Roche. Thank you for getting us to share 
our stories since the last reunion. Kevin and I were in 
Antigua as we do every winter since 2006 and experi- 
enced the country’s complete shutdown. The first 
Covid cases had arrived from a returning flight from 
Spain, prompting the government to close the airport. 
It was an eerie feeling to realize that the whole world 
had changed. It was such a change that the only sound 
was the singing of the birds. In early June United Air- 
lines and others began to fly repatriation flights and we 
were able to return to Boston. Kevin and I have been 
married 53 years and lived in Charlestown, MA, 

all this time. We lived through the evolution of 
Charlestown and Boston and the changes that have 
occurred during this time. We are both retired now. He 
had his law office in Charlestown and I worked for the 
Boston Public Schools as a Bilingual Vocational In- 
structor. In 1990 I began teaching at Bunker Hill Com- 
munity College as an Assistant Professor in the Allied 
Health Programs. We have 3 adult children, 2 in health 
care and | in College Administration. One grandson 
Omri Liam 5, who we adore and another on the way. 
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In Guatemala I was able to volunteer as a translator 
for a Program called Faith in Practice. Groups of sur- 
geons came on a weekly basis and operated on very 
needy patients. Waiting to resume once Covyid per- 
mits. I firmly believe that we as student nurses at 
MGH SON were challenged to be our best and to pro- 
vide excellent care to our patients. Even when, as a 
freshman, I made my first ever occupied bed upside 
down! Patient was most amused and I was very em- 
barrassed. My best to all as we continue to meet the 
challenges and losses of our present life. 


Kathy Howard Boggs. Kathy Flanigan Ford has 
kindly passed on alumni information to me. It’s 

been many years but I have not fallen off the face of 
the earth. It is wonderful to hear the news of our class- 
mates but very sad to hear about the losses amongst 
us. I will try to keep my bio short. After graduation I 
worked for one year on Burnham 5, the pediatric sur- 
gical and burn unit at MGH. I then joined classmates, 
Laurie Haire, Dorianne Sandman and Judy Wood- 
side in the San Francisco Bay Area where we all 
worked at Stanford University Hospital. I took a job 
in the NICU caring for sick and premature babies. 
While working as a staff nurse I attended a CA State 
University where I earned my BSN. I then went on to 
work as a neonatal nurse educator in several large 
consortiums of San Jose hospitals, all the while keep- 
ing a per diem job in Stanford’s NICU. I ended my 
career with my dream job as an IBCLC (international 
board-certified lactation consultant) working in a 
nurse run lactation clinic and finally as the coordina- 
tor of a hospital lactation program. On a personal 
note, I met my husband in California. We married in 
1975 and have two sons and 4 beautiful grandchildren 
who are the lights of our lives. They live in Southern 
CA and Colorado. We connected by FaceTime until 
we were blessedly vaccinated. Since then we’ve been 
able to travel to see them in person. In Aug 2018 
Kathy Flanigan Ford, Laurie Haire Schmalz, Do- 
rianne Sandman and [ all gathered on the Cape after 
celebrating Kathy’s 50th wedding anniversary. It was 
as if no time had passed and we were all 18 again. 


Bonney Knick Lemkin. Hello everyone, greetings 
from the Pacific Northwest. It’s so good to hear 

from you all, even though the news is sometimes sad. 
Jeff and I have been hunkering down during COVID, 
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not even seeing our children and grandchildren in- 
doors until we were vaccinated. We spent much of 
our time last year volunteering at our local vaccina- 
tion clinic. Boy, did that feel good! On a much bright- 
er note, we were blessed with twin grandchildren in 
September, 2020. Julian and Josie just light up our 
lives. Wishing you all health and happiness in the 
months to come. 


Mary Jane LaBelle. I’m still living solo on my farm 
in Oregon. I retired from my company, Escalate, in 
November of 2021, just 3 months ago. Have been ac- 
tive in the League of Women Voters, Rotary, Church 
and delivering for “Meals for Neighbors.” Have 
dogs, cats and chickens running around as well as an 
orchard of about 45 fruit trees that keep me busy dur- 
ing Harvest. We make our own cider, soft & hard, 
cranberry juice, etc. My husband David Pesonen 
passed away 5 years ago. My son Allie just returned 
to the US after working all over the world the last 11 
years. He is now at NAU in Flagstaff. Nick is still a 
lawyer and an FBI SA (special agent) in San Francis- 
co. I have two granddaughters and one grandson. Of 
course, they are brilliant! I’ve managed to stay 
COVID-clean. Hoping y’all have had the same luck! 


Donna Lamb Lombardi. Hello classmates! I retired 
at age 65 from a primary care office. I was not 

liking what was happening to the medical field- main- 
ly run by the insurance companies, and 

I kept getting more grandchildren that I wanted to see 
more often. So the last 10 years have been filled with 
family outings, some travel, playing bridge, knitting, 
and whatever else I feel like doing. I have been notic- 
ing more and more memory issues and I am losing 
more and more friends. Rick and I are mostly healthy 
and our children and grandchildren keep in touch with 
us on a regular basis, so we are happy! 


Jane Loebel Large Bergendorf. Moved from Chica- 
go 6 years ago to Broussard, Louisiana, to be near my 
son. My husband passed away almost 12 years ago. 
It’s been wonderful to watch my 3 granddaughters 
grow into young women. 2 are playing soccer at re- 
spective universities, one in Scotland. Have lots of 
broken down parts, but health is generally good. Life 
is quiet, since I am going through Empty Nest, once 
removed. Hope to get back to Boston if travel gets 
back to “normal.” Good health to all. 
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Terry Mahan Buttaro. How nice to hear from old 
friends, but Iam sad that we have lost some old friends 
and that some of you have lost your significant others. 
How could it be that 55 years have flown by so quick- 
ly?? I became a nurse practitioner years ago and unfor- 
tunately like many other primary care practices, 
COVID did us in and the practice closed last Septem- 
ber. I miss the patients that is for sure, but am now 
working on the 7th edition of the Primary Care book I 
wrote with others. I get to see Mary Rose once ina 
while which is nice. Wish we could all get together, 
but know that I think of you all often. 


Laurie Maher Lewis. So happy to be seeing news 
from so many of you. I am very sorry to hear of the 
losses. I missed the last reunion due to Nasty Hurri- 
cane Irma. The island was shut down for 3 days. Next 
year I will be much smarter and get out ahead of any 
storms. Peter and I sold our Andover place in 2001 and 
moved here year-round. I worked for Elder Services, 
retiring 11 years ago. We will also celebrate our 55th 
anniversary in Sept. Our older son and his wife live in 
GA. It’s rather sobering that he will be 50 in April. Our 
younger son is in western MA with his wife and 2 
daughters. Happy to report we are all vaxxed and 
boosted and have stayed well so far. Not a huge fan of 
Zoom but it was wonderful to stay in touch with our 
family until we were vaxxed. Nantucket has had sever- 
al really big surges. Ugh. We had done a fair amount 
of traveling until Covid clipped our wings. Looking 
forward to heading out again soon. We are both active 
gardeners: Peter grows a wide variety of vegetables 
and I am in charge of the rest. I am presently having a 
mad affair with dahlias. Even with fencing we are in 
constant battle with the deer. Our current posse num- 
bers 8 - twice as many as the number of people in our 
‘hood this winter! I have learned to weave baskets 
which I love, practice yoga and belong to a book 
group. Nantucket has close to 50% of its open space in 
conservation so many stunning places to walk. Togeth- 
er we deliver Meals-on-Wheels weekly. MGH ac- 
quired the hospital here a number of years ago. The 
present director is stepping down in a few days. Jean- 
ette Ives Erickson is here to run things until a new di- 
rector is found. Not easy with the current housing situ- 
ation. She stepped in once before when the very long 
time director retired. She is very visible when she is 
here. Hope I have a chance to see her. 
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Marleen Meisterman Spengler. After graduation 
I worked in a hospital setting in Framingham and 
Stoughton Ma. I then worked for a VNA for five 
years, followed by establishing three Adult Day 
Health programs for NE Sinai Hospital. I loved 
what I did at Sinai and worked there 25 years. 
While at Sinai I went back to school and got my BS 
in Health Care Administration and an MBA. I left 
Sinai in 2007 and started my own Geriatric Care 
Management practice. I am still doing contracted 
GCM. Due to Covid, the assessments are now virt- 
tual, via Zoom. I do miss the physical contact with 
the people. The “high touch vs high tech" work of 
a GCM was the original reason I chose this field. 
My husband Marvin retired from his first career of 
50 years as a financial advisor and has been work- 
ing for the last seven years part time, as a sales 
manager for a marinated meat company. He is a 
born salesperson and at "80 years old" still gets 
excited when he finds a new client. We lost dear 
friends to Covid, and the last two years have been 
sad. Our family all had Covid but just mild cases, 
thank G-d. We have had our share of aging health 
issues, but thankfully at this time everything is on a 
maintenance regime. We are both very active and 
enjoying life. We continue to love living on Cape 
Cod and all that it offers and have a winter home at 
the Villages in Florida, where we spend four 
months a year. I have my Florida RN license so can 
work in Florida when I am there. We have six kids 
together. Three live in Florida and three in MA, so 
this way we get to spend time with all of them, as 
well as our six grandchildren, ranging in age from 
9-26. We still have a travel bucket list and hopeful- 
ly will be able to resume traveling soon. At this 
point the apple of our eye is a small white golden- 
doodle named Bayla. She keeps us active and puts 
smiles on our faces all day long. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone 1n 2023. Wishing everyone 
good health and happiness. 


Lynne Newbold Nelson. It’s been great to read all 
of these accounts spanning 50 plus years since 
graduation. There seems much good news and 
some sadness in these sharings. I would like to 
bring you up to date on my years since graduation. 
Peter Reed and I married as most of you know in 
1968, the “year that was,” for many of us in our 
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nation. We celebrated our 50th wedding celebration 
in 2018. We have three kids and seven grand kids, 
and spend our time between our apartment in NYC 
and a home on a dead-end dirt road in New Hamp- 
shire. We have kids and grandkids in both places. I 
worked off and on in hospital med/surg and then went 
back to get my BS and my master’s with an adult NP 
focus. I went on to teach both undergraduate RN and 
graduate NP programs. I loved both the didactic and 
clinical education process, remembering my own 
nursing student days as I taught. After slowing down, 
I continued as an adjunct for a few years before tran- 
sitioning to online RN case management. It was great 
to work from home with my patients who were from 
all over the country and all walks of life. I also did 
some grants writing with a focus on health disparities. 
I am pretty much retired now but keep my hand in 
nursing by having a small ownership in a nursing case 
management software company with a long time 
nursing colleague and friend. Peter Reed and I contin- 
ue to hear and feel the hum of the 60s in our lives. We 
have continued to join our churches and other faith 
groups, as well as the political arena in working for 
justice. We try to look for the good in everyone seek- 
ing paths for justice and human rights. Dear 
friends, what a rich time we had together in the very 
formative years of our lives. I often thing of walking 
down Charles St as a freshman, the rotations in the 
Bulfinch wards which no longer exist, our great uni- 
forms, and our many instructors, some of whom I 
tried to channel in my own career. Again, it’s been 
great to hear from all of you. 


Frani O’Hara Ayers. Yikes, can it really be almost 
55 years since we graduated from “the 

Mecca” on the Charles?! I say that with much affec- 
tion! I echo thanks to you, Sally, for your efforts to 
reach out to our classmates. John and I combined our 
families in 1976, then had two more children for a 
total of six. We lost our oldest in 2017. He survived 
Lymphoma only to succumb to Esophageal cancer. 
Both were attributed to contaminated water at Camp 
Lejeune where he was stationed in the 1980s. Very 
painful loss, but we are all thankful to have had him 
for 49 years. We are blessed with twelve grandchil- 
dren ranging in age from 13 months to 30! Several 
members of our family have had Covid, but thankful- 
ly no hospitalizations. 
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I blame my brain fog on the Corona virus, but 
secretly fear I am just losing neurons by the mil- 
lions! We live in Lakeville, MA, and both of us 
are retired. In my last job I was the nurse manag- 
er of the two maximum security units at 
the Bridgewater State Hospital, which then was 
run by the DOC. Mental illness/criminals. Fas- 
cinating and challenging! After retiring from 
Raytheon, John wrote two books on Project Man- 
agement, and keeps busy with webinars, writing 
papers etc. All a godsend since he was diagnosed 
with Pulmonary Hypertension a year ago and is 
on oxygen 24/7. Nancy O’Dwyer Egan lives 
with one of her daughters in Lakeville, so I get to 
see her fairly often. She has five children and 
eleven grandchildren. She was widowed nearly 
five years ago. Judy Cushing Thomas and Allen 
are still in Chelmsford. Haven’t seen them in a 
while, but of course Covid nixed a lot of socializ- 
ing until recently. Best wishes to all of you! 
Happy to read about your joys, but share in your 
sorrows as well. Keep healthy and safe. Hope to 
make the next reunion! With love.. 


Carol Perry Curtiss. I’m sad to hear about so 
many losses and send heartfelt wishes to all. I’ve 
been out of touch for a very long time and it 
warms my heart to see your names and to catch 
up a bit. I’ve spent most of my career as an on- 
cology advanced practice nurse, transitioning to 
palliative care about 10 years ago. I still live in 
western Massachusetts and retired at the begin- 
ning of COVID. I had my own consulting busi- 
ness for 26 years, focusing on education and pro- 
gram development in palliative care and pain and 
symptom management. My family and I have 
been fortunate to be well. I look forward to see- 
ing everyone at a reunion when we can get to- 
gether again. 


Diane Poland Gullotta. All is well here. I have 
been retired since 2012, when Joe and I moved to 
the Cape and love it down here. Our family have 
stayed healthy through this pandemic, thankfully! 
Our three kids, Christopher, Catherine and Eliza- 
beth, are busy with careers and growing families. 
Chris has 2 boys ages 19 and 16, Catherine and 
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Roy have a boy 16 and a girl 10, and Elizabeth and 
Jud have a girl 11 and a boy 10. On a side note, 
Sally, you inspired Elizabeth’s career choice, as 
she is a PNP with specialty both as a psychiatric 
prescriber and in developmental pediatrics. Joe and 
I have been enjoying travel whenever we can... our 
latest was a two-week tour around all of Sicily last 
September. It was wonderful. We visited the birth- 
place of Joe’s grandfather from where he emigrat- 
ed to the US in 1906. We will celebrate our 55th 
wedding anniversary in September and plan on a 
Danube River cruise with Joe’s brother and his 
wife... if Covid status allows. 


Jackie Provost Neumann. My new email address 
is: jon67@yahoo.com 


Carole Robertson Lyons. I live in Falmouth and 
continue to work per diem for Dr. Susan Briggs at 
MGH! Covid has curtailed our travels and a deci- 
sion was made to put her course on-line. We are 
now working on the various modules which gives 
me the opportunity to work remotely and allows 
Dick and I to spend more time with our son at our 
condo in Ft. Lauderdale. I also am in a book club, 
play Mah Jongg every week and attend church 
meetings, all via Zoom. Hope everyone stays well 
and I look forward to our reunion next year! 


Mary Rose Robinson Muti. It is great to hear 
from all of you and of course some very sad news 
as well. Hope you all have survived the Covid 
curse. My entire family had Covid last year but 
survived with no lingering symptoms. We live in 
Woburn; our two daughters and their families live 
very close so we get to see them all the time and 
help out, of course. Iam involved with a group 
called Women Explore and we have a series of 10 
lectures each spring and fall. It takes a lot of plan- 
ning and recruiting speakers but it is great even on 
Zoom. Barbara Crowell Roy has joined us from 
Switzerland so that is the advantage of Zoom as 
you all know, I’m sure. I love reading, yoga, medi- 
tation and seeing friends when I can. I see Terry 
when it’s safe and saw Barbara when she was in 
Newport last summer. Take care everyone. Love to 
all. 
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Mary Beth Smith Schmidt. Thank you all for shar- 
ing with us your lives, experiences and plans. It has 
been wonderful to read. Unfortunately, this involves 
the passing of colleagues for which we are saddened. 
I completed the last leg of my career working in the 
field of psychiatry for an outpatient community clinic, 
then Mclean Hospital inpatient evaluation department 
while teaching nursing students as a clinical instructor 
at onsite placements. I feel that after reflecting on my 
work throughout 52 years, that psychiatry was the 
most notable, primarily because of the stigma of men- 
tal health issues which translated into patients not 
getting or following up with mental health treatment. 
Educating society and successful treatment is a work 
in progress. I retired in 2018 and became involved 
with the MGHNAA. We (the NAA) have been 1m- 
mersed in preparing for the 150th anniversary of the 
School of Nursing (September 22-24, 2023. For 2 
years we have researched the archives (free to all of 
you) where documentation in The Record goes back 
years. We have retrieved histories/notable persons/ 
that date back to 1843. We have zoomed interviews 
with nurses who have worked in the pandemic, 
these will be saved to the archives. We are currently 
working on a video that we hope to reflect MGH nurs- 
ing through the ages, via via music, snapshot quotes 
and photos. Personally, Don and I live in a condo in 
Massachusetts, near our grandchildren, but far away 
from our daughter who lives in Seattle - gives us 
an excuse to go West! Take care everyone, hope to 
see you next year. 


Sue Spilman Pappas. Feeling sad about Susan Foley 
and Kathy's husband, and about anyone else experi- 
encing loss. I have had some ups and downs since los- 
ing my husband in August 2016. My beautiful world 
imploded, but doing ok now...beginning to find some 
joy and meaning in life. Have a lot to be grateful for. 
My 7 grandkids are all teenagers...I find I worry more 
about them than I did about my own children, but re- 
alize that I have no control and I only know a tiny bit 
about what is actually going on...lol! Lots of issues, so 
I try to let go and let God. I had a heart attack and by- 
pass surgery in Jan. 2020, and am doing just fine, 
thankfully. In August 2020, my 101 year-old Mother 
moved in with me. It was too much with her being in 
assisted living during Covid. She is amazing for her 
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age: alert and optimistic, although super forget- 


ful and struggles to move from bed to com- 
mode to chair with walker and assistance. For- 
tunately, she has a "Cadillac" long term care 
policy which pays for aides to come in each 
morning and a couple of nights a week. Sleep 
deprivation is a big challenge for me as she 
gets up during the night to use commode, but 
the night aide 3 nights a week is like a dream 
come true. I'm still living in my home of 50 
years, with my wonderful dog, Daisy and 
Mom. Still loving my flower beds and grateful 
for my dear son-in-law who mows the grass. 
Still raising 5-6 turkeys each year for Thanks- 
giving, one to keep and I give the rest to 
friends. Miss all my MGH buddies. Looking 
forward to the September 2023 reunion. Hugs 
to all... 


Betsey Steward Pedneau. (You probably 
don’t know me as Grace but that’s officially 
me). After graduation I joined the Army to 
“see the world” and spent the next 2 years in 
Augusta, Georgia. Mike and I married in 1968 
while he was in the Navy, attached to the Ma- 
rine Corps as a Corpsman and I stayed in 
Georgia with the Army! We have lived in Ra- 
leigh since 1970. We have 2 sons nearby, 3 
grandchildren, 3 bonus grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren! I spent most of my nurs- 
ing career in SICU, some physical Rehab and 
Home Health. All this helped with caring for 
elderly Moms. Mike has some health issues 
which have kept us safe at home during 
COVID. We really enjoyed a brief visit with 
Eileen and Sally last summer as they “toured” 
the South!! Stay safe and hope to see you in 
2023. 


Barbara Teixeira Goral. Thank you Sally, 
for reconnecting many of us from the class of 
67. Itis wonderful to hear what everyone has 
been doing for these 50 plus years. What 1m- 
presses me most is how amazing a group of 
women that we turned out to be! MGH cer- 
tainly had something to do with that. I never 
realized how “famous” MGH was and how 
admired and possibly envied the nurses who 
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trained there were. It was 1968 and I was down 


in Georgia waiting for my orders to go to Vi- 
etnam. When I reported in to the Chief Nurse 
of the hospital where I was temporarily as- 
signed, she looked up at me from over her bi- 
focals and said in a rather stern voice, “Oh, so 
you’re from the MOTHER OF GOD HOSPI- 
TAL.” I had a big reputation to live up to! 
Sounds like we all did a pretty good job of do- 
ing that. I had a long and great career in the 
military and retired from active duty in 1996. I 
already had a master’s degree in nursing so I 
went back to school full time, did a post 
master’s program and became a Family Nurse 
Practitioner. I worked in Occupational Medi- 
cine in private industry, Boston Medical Center 
and then Tufts Medical Center until I retired in 
2016. I had essentially worked full time for 
almost 50 years and felt it was time to do other 
things. My husband Bruce and I married in 
1975. We have 2 children and 3 grandchildren 
ages 7, 6 and 3. We sold our house in MA and 
moved to Aquidnick Island in RI, about 10 
minutes from Newport. RI is beautiful and we 
love it here. My husband owns his own busi- 
ness in MA and still works full time. I belong 
to a book club, play dominoes and cribbage 
weekly. I also take 2 or 3 seminar classes a 
semester at Salve Regina University in New- 
port. I am busy but am loving retirement. We 
are blessed with good health and have weath- 
ered the COVID storm. I had been volunteer- 
ing at our big vaccine clinics for over a year. 
Again, thanks Sally. Hope to continue to hear 
from everyone. 


Sally Walsh. Hello everyone. I’m writing this 
before I forget to add it to all of your news! 

It’s wonderful to share all our lives’ experienc- 
es whether good or sad, since we still are so 
important to each other. My professional life of 
being a pediatric nurse followed by almost 40 
years as a pediatric nurse practitioner ended in 
2011 when I retired back to Maine. I am still 
living the life of a vacationer here on the coast 
but have gotten involved with several extreme- 
ly active committees: the Accessibility Task 
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Force, Complete Streets Committee, and the 


Board of Trustees of the Historical Society. The 
Accessibility Task Force has several new and 
enthusiastic members and we are getting things 
done on both the local and state levels. The His- 
torical Society is just completing a million- 
dollar renovation of its main street campus 
which is a fabulous addition to the downtown. 
The Complete Streets Committee is a compre- 
hensive municipal committee that covers all 
transportation projects affecting the town. Cur- 
rently the state has 3 highway overpasses, the 
main street (which is also Route 1) anda RR 
bridge to reconstruct over the next 5 years, and 
the committee is responsible for all roads, trails 
and pathways that connect to them! And con- 
necting all of these is a comprehensive master 
plan being designed by the town citizens, of 
what we want the town to become, immediately 
and over the next several years. Very exciting 
days here but dizzying at times! I have a large 
group of friends, including our MGH circle, 
who I see not often enough. I hope Covid will 
disappear soon so I can resume some travel with 
people like Eileen Thomasch Stisitis and others 
so I can do less on these committees! Hope to 
see you all soon! 


1968 
Class Agents 
Mary Lu Carr mearr45345@aol.com 
Elizabeth Maki makbeth41@yahoo.com 
No news. 


1969 
Class Agent 
Kathleen Dolley 
ktd31@comcast.net 


I hope that you are all well and anticipating 
spring like I am. It was so nice to hear from sev- 
eral classmates - thank you for adding to our 
class news. 


Debbie Rehberg Hicks writes: I have had quite 
a varied career and thank MGH for providing 
me with the tools to enter so many different 
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aspects of Nursing. I have done Critical Care, 
Utilization Review, Occupational Health and 
Rheumatology Nursing. My last specialty was 
rheumatology nursing and I have done that for at 
least 25 years. Of course, the field of rheumatol- 
ogy has changed dramatically with the advent of 
biologics. I felt so privileged to be at the begin- 
ning of the remarkable expansion of therapy for 
those patients. I was deeply involved with the 
Rheumatology Nurses Society where I was a 
board member. I chaired the committee that 
worked to get Rheumatology Nursing recognized 
by the ANA as a nursing specialty and I was an 
editor and author of the first Rheumatology 
Nursing Core Curriculum. I retired in 2015. Af- 
ter living in several areas across the country, we 
finally settled in South Carolina in 2001. Cur- 
rently I live in Pawleys Island, SC with my hus- 
band. We have 2 daughters and 2 granddaugh- 
ters. | look forward to the next time we meet 
in Boston for another fun reunion. 


Ann Burrell Turbyne writes: I am sharing 
memories of a beautiful vacation to Iceland 
which I took in November 2021. I travel with 
Terrapin Tours (located in North Woodstock, 
NH — terrapintours.com). Why do I recommend 
Iceland? The beautiful mountains, waterfalls and 
people. It is a very serene place. From iceberg 
tours, thermal glaciers, the Blue Lagoon and 
black sand beaches, it is amazing. We had the 
same local tour guide for our 10-day tour. Our 
Terrapin guide (the owner) was with us the 
whole time. She researched everything prior to 
our trip and set up Covid testing before we left 
and when we returned home. It was a very spe- 
cial trip, and I would do it again. 


Pat Posnick Coleman writes: When I moved to 
Houston in 1970, my roommates were Judy 
Booker, Jeannie Caron, and Mary Donadini. 
We were in contact with Pam Roberts and Deb- 
bie Kousch who went to San Diego and Annette 
Santerre and Jean Lalumiere who stayed in the 
Boston area. As we moved, got married etc. we 
all lost contact. After moving to Houston, I 
worked in Cardiac Surgery and then joined Dr. 
Cooley's team as a perfusionist. In the 1980s 
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we moved to Austin, and I eventually left nursing 
to become a realtor. I wanted a more flexible 
schedule for my kids and their activities. I have 2 
children, 2 grandchildren and in March will be 
married 50 years. 


Jane McCarthy writes: After joining the Army 
Nurse Corps after graduation, I was first assigned 
to the Walter Reed Medical Center in Washington 
DC. A year later I was assigned to DaNang, South 
Viet Nam at the South Viet Nam Hospital where I 
worked in Pre-op and Receiving caring for the 
wounded directly from the field. I returned from 
Viet Nam and continued my education as a nurse 
anesthetist and physiologist and have lived back in 
the DC area for many years. I was recently invited 
to be a speaker at the Viet Nam Memorial on Me- 
morial Day this year on May 30, 2022. Quite an 
honor!! Iam honored to do this for all of us health 
care providers who served in Viet Nam during this 
difficult time. 


*** Please be sure to read an article by Jane about 
her military service and its effect on her personal- 
ly, published here in The Alumni Record. Thank 
you to you and all the medical personnel who gave 
such brave and selfless service to our country. 


In late July, Kathie Pazola and I were able to see 
Joan Kerr McWilliams during her visit home to 
Woburn. Joan had just returned from a Church 
Mission trip to Kenya with wonderful stories and 
memories. We were very fortunate to hear some of 
Joan's stories and to see pictures of the people and 
scenery of KUI. Thank you to Joan and Kathie for 
a wonderful visit complete with memories of 
MGH. 


Joan Kerr McWilliams writes: In July 2021, I 
travelled on a medical mission trip to Kui, Kenya 
(near Machakos, south of Nairobi) with five mem- 
bers of the Church of the Nativity, Timonium, 
MD. Nativity has partnered with the 410 Bridge 
charitable organization, providing financial and 
prayerful support for the goals of the Kui commu- 
nity. One of the goals of the community's leader- 
ship council was to begin a safe water project. 
They have made tremendous progress. Legislation 
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was passed making it illegal to remove sand from 
the riverbeds; sand holds the water in the beds 
and filters it. Contractors were hauling sand to 
make concrete blocks for construction in Nairo- 
bi). In addition, with donated funds they drilled a 
vigorously productive well, laid pipes to and 
built, water towers in the outer community. The 
access to clean water has been life changing for 
the people. For instance, Daniel, a farmer, is able 
to irrigate his one-acre garden of fruits and vege- 
tables to feed his family, maybe even goats and 
chickens too. The next season, with seeds from 
the past season, he plants two acres adding variety 
and sharing with his extended family as well as 
selling in the marketplace, earning money and 
assisting others. Meanwhile, his children have 
water and food for lunch at school, allowing them 
to be more alert for learning and encouraged by 
success, to continue their studies. The women no 
longer have to walk to the river twice a day to fill 
their water jugs alongside the cows and goats. 
Our ability to provide medical care was hampered 
by government restrictions related to COVID-19. 
We were, however, able to help a few patients in 
the clinic with pneumonia, dehydration(!) and 
HIV. The clinic 1s staffed by 2 full time nurses, 
one of whom works primarily with the HIV pa- 
tients. We also visited some patients at home sur- 
rounded by family caregivers. And by the way, I 
did see elephants, lions, zebras, giraffes and mon- 
keys!!! This is a very short account of a vastly 
humbling experience. The joyful people of Kui 
greeted us daily with singing and dancing and 
praising God. Now, I never turn on the tap with- 
out a little prayer of gratitude!! 


Again, I would like to thank everyone who con- 
tributed to our Class news. I hope that you en- 
joyed reading this as much as I did. If you would 
like to contribute to the next issue, please e-mail 
your news anytime during the year. Most Sin- 
cerely, Kathy Dolley 
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Class Agent 
Frances Kimotek Piasecki 
muderwuder@aol.com 


Dear Classmates of 1970, 

Well, our attempts at a 50th Reunion celebration 
have come and gone. I am hopeful that those who 
had planned to attend the 50th will now look for- 
ward to the 150th Anniversary of the MGH School 
of Nursing which is scheduled to occur in Septem- 
ber 2023. Our class news is minimal, but I do have a 
few things to share. First, some wonderful news 
from Sue Murray Gray, now Nana to an adorable 
baby boy Emerson Michael, born this past June at 
MGH. This was her first grandbaby and she is over 
the moon about him, Coincidentally another class- 
mate of ours, Sue Clark-Roser, also welcomed a 
new granddaughter via MGH maternity service at 
that same time so congratulations to them both. 


Rosemary Delaware Stauff and, husband Michael 
purchased a house in North Carolina, closer to her 
two sons and their families. She is enjoying making 
it her own inside and out. Rosemary still loves to 
quilt, read, garden and spend quality time with her 3 
grandchildren. She plans to return to her lovely 
home in Mattapoisett for the summer. 


Over the holiday I heard from Melvina Najamy 
Strijdonk, who is still loving the sunshine and 
warmth in Arizona. I can't believe her grandson 1s a 
freshman at ASU and her granddaughter is a junior 
in high school. 


Wendy Hall Krauss also sent a note with her 
Christmas greeting, interested in getting together 
again when she's back from her home in Fort Myers 
and in the Moultonborough, NH area. 


As for me, although I've kept busy with ZOOM 
classes at UMass and Stonehill College, "church 
lady" activities, and the grandchildren, I have 
missed traveling which was supposed to be the fo- 
cused retirement activity for Frank and I. I am hop- 
ing that the third time will be a charm for our 2- 
week trip to Normandy and Paris ... fingers crossed. 
I previously sent an e-mail, to all who I have an e- 
mail address listed, regarding the sad news of Janet 
Hargraves’ passing. There were many kind words 
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sent. I sent the obituary to the MGHNAA ask- 


ing that it be included in The Record (see be- 
low, ed.). As we age, please ask your families 
to let the MGHNAA know if you've caught the 
celestial bus to heaven. Be safe and well ... 
Shalom. Frances Kmiotek Piasecki, muder- 


wuder@aol.com 


Janet Taylor Hargrave passed away October 
13th, 2021. Following her MGH SON gradua- 
tion she stayed on at the hospital for a time and 
then moved to NYC, working at Lenox Hill Hos- 
pital where she cared for many star athletes and 
performers until 1986, when she moved to Ohio 
to be closer to family. She was her family’s an- 
chor and caretaker during her parents’ last years. 
She continued in hospital nursing until her retire- 
ment in 2012 after a 42-year career. She had a 
range of interests including travel from Maine to 
Australia; animal rescue; her faith, she studied 
for the ministry in her later years. The author of 
her obituary writes, “She had a rock-solid moral 
compass and believed deeply in the strengths of 
compassion, humor, common sense and kind- 
nessss 


1971 
Class Agent 
Donna Marwell Hovey 
dhovey028@gmail.com 
No news 
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Susan Gray Wilson passed away July 15, 2021 in 
Scarborough, Maine, her home state and her home 
base. She graduated from the MGH SON in 1971. 
Her career as a neonatal nurse began at Boston 
Lying-In Hospital (now part of Brigham & Wom- 
en's Hospital), followed by a move to the Universi- 
ty of Kentucky Medical Center NICU in Lexing- 
ton. In 1979, she returned to Maine to join the 
team at Eastern Maine Medical Center's newly 
established Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). 
She remained there until her retirement in 2010. 
She loved caring for infants and interacting with 
their families. One of her favorite annual events 
was the Valentine's Reunion for NICU graduates. 
She had a passion for travel of all kinds. In the late 
1980s she toured hospitals in Russia with a group 
of American pediatricians and neonatal nurses. She 
drove to the Canadian Maritimes, Indiana and 
Pennsylvania to visit relatives and research family 
history. As an adult she went to Switzerland to 
reconnect with a childhood pen pal. Her last cross- 
country trip was an Amtrak excursion from Port- 
land, Oregon to Boston. On this trip she enjoyed 
the mountain vistas and wine tastings with people 
whom she met and shared stories. She was a read- 
er and an explainer. Her co-workers, friends and 
children of friends all benefited greatly from her 
knowledge and enthusiasm. Sue was generous in 
every aspect of her life. In retirement Sue was a 
dedicated volunteer for the Animal Refuge League 
of Greater Portland, providing foster care for the 
tiniest and sickest kittens. She was also active in 
the Windham Garden Club and participated in pro- 
grams offered through the Windham Public Li- 
brary. 


1972 
Class Agent 
Vacant 


Joanne T. Skelley, 68, of Dorchester, passed 
away February 8, 2020 at the age of 68. Joanne 
was a graduate of Mass General Hospital School 
of Nursing and a 45-year Emergency Room Nurse 
at Boston City/Boston Medical Center where, not 
only did she care for countless patients, but also 
formed friendships that lasted a lifetime. 


1973 
Class Agent 
Elaine Wilson Whalen 
etwhalen60@gmail.com 
No news 

1974 
Class Agent 
Deb Howland 
dhhowlandgrowl@gmail.com 
No news 

1975 


Class Agent 
Maureen DiBartolomeo 
moetennis2000@gmail.com 


Marianne Eastman Flynn. Splitting time be- 
tween Falmouth and Bonita Springs while spend- 
ing time whenever we can with 4 grandchildren. 


Maureen Melia DiBartolomeo. Hard to believe 
but 50 years ago we started our path to a nursing 
career and entered MGH School of Nursing! 
Where has the time gone? I retired in 2020 from 
MGH and my husband and I moved to Laconia, 
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NH. I couldn't give up nursing completely and got 
my NH license and have been volunteering admin- 
istering COVID vaccines. 


Leslie Rozier Hagenstein. | retired from my clinic 
practice in May of 2020. I remain active in high- 
altitude research projects and in teaching 
healthcare providers about high-altitude acclimati- 
zation. I still find myself traveling to austere clinics 
to provide locum coverage. I still live on and man- 
age our family ranch in western Wyoming at the 
base of the beautiful Wind River Mountains. 


Rhonna Scharaf. Retired and splits time between 
Florida and NH. Has been active administering 
COVID vaccines. 


Sandra Varadian Megerdichian has been named, 
“Nurse of the Year in an Academic Setting,” in 
Rhode Island. Honorees were nominated by col- 
leagues and selected by a panel organized by the 
Rhode Island State Nurses Association. Sandra is 
Professor of Nursing at the Community College of 
Rhode Island. Thanks to our friend in Providence, 
Martha Stone, MGH research librarian (ret.) for 
sending the article from Rhode Island Monthly 
Magazine. 


Beth Wood Dodge. Retired. Living in Jonesport 
Maine. 


1976 
Class Agent 
Constance Ryan 
connie.starhouse@gmail.com 


No news 

1977 
Class Agent 
Nancy Hanley Ryan 
mhson1977@gmail.com 
No news 

1978 
Class Agent 


Claire DeWilde 
c.dewildel1@gmail.com 


No news 


Patricia Smith Clifford Age 65, of Amesbury, for- 
merly of East Boston, passed away August 16, 2021. 


She graduated from Mass Bay Community College 
in1975, and the Massachusetts General Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1978. For the next 30 plus 
years, Pat was an exceptional hospital nurse, having 
worked at the former Amesbury Hospital and the 
Anna Jaques Hospital. She was for several years Di- 
rector of Nursing at the Glenn Devin Nursing Home 
in Danvers. Family, friends, and colleagues from her 
nursing years will miss her bright smile, her tender 
heart and caring ways. She leaves her husband, two 
children and extended family. 


1979 


Pamela S. Horn, 67, of Philadelphia, died Saturday, 
Aug. 1, 2020. After graduating from the MGH SON, 
she began her career at Pennsylvania Hospital, work- 
ing as an operating room nurse for almost two dec- 
ades before taking a job as supervisor of the hospi- 
tal’s short-procedure surgery unit. Later, Ms. Horn 
served as nursing director at Concorde Inc., a Phila- 
delphia-based nation-wide company that provides 
and manages employee screening, health and related 
services. She retired in 2015 due to declining health. 
She enjoyed following the news, talking politics, and 
travel. Her trips included Europe, Russia, and the 
Caribbean. When health issues impinged, she en- 
joyed seeing a show in New York or playing the slots 
in Atlantic City. Her brother said she lived a life of, 
“grace, purpose, and conviction.” 


1979 
Class Agent - Vacant 


No News. 

1980 
Class Agent, 
Mary Boss Withey 
mary.boss.withey@gmail.com 
No news 

1981 
Class Agent, 


Jo-Ann Quigley 
joann.quigley@gmail.com 


No news 
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We note the passing of Dr. W. Hardy Hendron III 
on March 1, 2022 at age 96. Some of us will re- 
member him from his MGH days. Dr. Hendron 
received his early surgical training at the MGH, 
serving as chief surgical resident in 1958. He 
was founder and Chief of Pediatric Surgery there 
from 1960-1982, then Chief of Surgery at Chil- 
dren’s Hospital until his retirement in 2004. 

He was a pioneer in new surgical techniques for 
very complex cases, performing the first Boston 
surgical separation of conjoined twins in 1969. 
Some of us will recall that he was well-known for 
his long (sometimes 18 hours or more), very 
complex surgeries, earning him the nickname, 
“Hardly Human,” which stayed with him 
throughout his life. His colleague, Dr. Patricia 
Donahoe, who had joined the MGH staff at Dr. 
Hendren’s behest in 1973 and later became Chief 
of Pediatric Services remarked, “If there was a 
Mount Rushmore for pediatric surgery he would 
be on top.” 


~IN MEMORIAM~ 


Eunice Pike 

Louise Moser 

Ada Lawrence Plumer 
Grace Hobbs Glover 


Ruth Hanson Ross 


Olive Heyman McLaughlin 


Charlotte Pool Dawson 
Phyllis LeShane Anderson 
Lois Frothingham Feeny 
Norma Brisson Jarosz 
Ellen Bowen Bellissimoi 
Ellen Nattrass Clemente 
Katherine Pinckney Brooks 
Ellen Morrison Norton 
Sybil Kane Kellog 

Ann Devney Paterson 
Gloria Reuter Buzzell 
Marlene Groetz Lester 
Alice Forstall Dana 
Genevieve M. Fitzpatrick 
Betsy Ann Buck Bloomer 
Elaine Dearden Morisette 
Yvonne Schnell McCarthy 
Shirley Sanker Derrah 
Barbara Fox Kaslow 

Janet DiBona O’ Leary 
Jean Mathers McCathern 
Nancy Gearin Pecorella 
Maxine Clark Hybarger 
Katherine G. Jones Dixon 
Barbara Teague Hamson 
Caroline Snelling Stone 
Elizabeth Rafferty Angel 
A. Jeanette Takita 


Patricia Toas Carden 
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August 18, 2011 
December 13, 2011 
March 18, 2007 
May 26, 2021 
December 11, 2020 
January 5, 2020 
June 12, 2020 
October 18,2021 
May 7, 2021 
January 19, 2015 
December 17,2020 
March 4, 2021 
November 6, 2010 
August 20, 2020 
May 21, 2020 
February 10, 2022 
April 24, 2021 

July 11, 2021 
January 3, 2020 
November 18, 2021 
October 19, 2020 
April 24, 2020 
December 12, 2020 
September 25, 2020 
May 11, 2021 
January 10, 2017 
January 25, 2022 
June 19, 2019 

May 18, 2020 
January 22, 2022 
January 8, 2022 
April 27, 2021 
December 31, 2021 
September 2, 2021 
August 5, 2021 


~IN MEMORIAM~ 


Margaret Cahill Clarey 


Wilma Evans Lashley 
Marilyn McNulty Condon 
Marlene Norton 

Alice Sullivan Anderson 
M. Honor Keegan 
Patricia Walsh Donahue 
Carol Androski Feferman 
Trudy McDougall McLaughlin 
Maureen Greene Bleyer 
Susan Foley Thomas 
Janet Taylor Hargrave 
Susan Gray Wilson 
Joanne T. Skelley 
Patricia Smith Clifford 


Pamela S. Horn 


November 9, 2020 
May 21. 2021 
May 16, 2021 
February 2, 2022 
October 1, 2021 
April 6, 2021 
January 20, 2021 
May 26, 2021 
July 17, 2021 
August 20, 2021 
August 31, 2021 
October 13, 2021 
July 15, 2021 
February 8, 2020 
August 6, 2021 
August 2, 2021 


Gift Items Available 


The Association continues to stock a variety of souvenir items imprinted with images of the school pin, 
sundial or Bulfinch Building, including tiles, mugs, note cards and key rings. A complete list with prices is 
available on the website: http://www.mghnaa.org/saleitems.htm. 

Copies of our book, MGH Nursing at 200, published for the hospital’s bicentennial are also available. 


Sundial note Cards 


Nursing is an art; the finest of the Fine Arts. Enamel Box 


MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL 


NURSING at TWO HUNDRED 
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